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he could only say, that all his motion assumed was || the consideration of the bill, until it had been read 


that the bill was in some way under consideration 
by the Senate. I 
discussion. And it was perfectly in order, there- 
fore, to move to postpone the consideration of the 
subject for the purpose of taking up another sub- 
‘ect, The Senator from Georgia contends that the 


It was certainly the subject of 


pill is in one stage, and the Senator from Missouri | 


that it is in another, 
question, he had merely moved a postponement of 
the matter. 
Senate from the confusion in which they were 
placed; for it seemed to him far more proper to 
bestow their time upon the important matters 
which awaited their consideration, than that they 
should be engaged in discussing questions of 
order. 


Mr. BENTON observed that there was no sort | 
of necessity for taking up the army bill to give | 
gentlemen an opportunity to move their amend- 


ments, because they could as well be moved b 

way of amendment to this bill as to the army bill. 
As far as he was concerned, he would be glad to 
have the opinions of Senators thus indicated, and 


to have a full and mature consideration of the sub- | 


ject. While he admitted that, in general, it was 
irregular and unparliamentary to allude in one 
branch of the Legislature to what had occurred in 
the course of their deliberations in another branch, 


Without going into that | 


His object was to disentangle the |, 


a second time. He begged pardon if he persisted 


| in his construction of the rule. 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON expressed his willing- 
ness to change the form of his motion to meet the 


| views of the Senator from Georgia, though he be- 


lieved they were substantially the same. He there- 
fore moved to postpone the consideration of the 
question before the Senate, for the purpose of 
taking up the army bill. 

Mr. CAMERON said he should vote to post- 


pone, because he was anxious that the army bill 


‘| should be acted upon, and also because he be- 


|| 


lieved, from the discussion which had taken place 
in the last two or three days, that his amendment 
to that bill, which could be made to embrace the 
substance of this bill, would fail if it were not 
attached to the army bill. They were told the 
other day by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 


Benton] that it was important that the army bill || 


e passed, and that it should be passed || service in return for the land—make sure of getting 


|| without amendment; and next they find the Sen- || 


should 


whole world knows what that Senator has been 
doing, it would see what they all had been doing 
also. He was anxious to furnish the Government 
with men and money to carry on this war, but he 
must have his own way in doing it. If the Sena- 
tor from Missouri was so anxious to do that, why 
did he not proceed to the consideration of the army 
bill? He (Mr. C.) should not be silenced by that 
gentleman's loud voice nor that of any other gen- 
tleman. 


Mr. BENTON said the amendment alluded to, 


| which he had offered, appertained to this bill—it 


| by this bill, into riflemen. 


| ator himself proposing an amendment to it, and an || 


| amendment written in so much hurry as to leave 


the Senator no time even to read it himself. 


To- 


| day the same amendment was brought forward in 


yet a case might occur in which it would be en- | 
tirely justifiable, and he thought this was such a | 


case. The House having already peremptorily 
refused to connect the land subject with the army 
bill, to attach that subject to that bill now must 
necessarily bring on a contest between the two 
Houses. He felt it to be his sacred duty, there- 
fore, to oppose such a course, which could only 
result in a struggle between the two Houses. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he hoped they were not 
to be diverted from a consideration of the object 
which he had submitted to the Senate. Whatever 
urgency there might be in reference to the passage 


of this bill, he deemed it important that it ought | 


to be well considered in all its parts, and that the 
Senate should protect its proceedings by an adhe- 
rence to its rules. If those rules were to be gov- 
erned by the declarations of the honorable Senator 
from Missouri, that the second reading of the bill 
was in order because no objection was heard, 
then the bill might be deemed to have been read 
a second time by unanimous consent, and that 
would be the rule; but if they were to be deter- 
mined by reference to the record, then it could not 
be so considered, and it would not be the rule. 
The rule of the Senate, in so many words, declared 
that a bill should be read three severai times, on 
separate days, unless the Senate should otherwise 


unanimously direct. It was not the fact of inac- | 


tion on the part of individual members of the 
Senate that gave to the presiding officer a right to 
consider a bill as read a second time, but it was 
an active positive direction on the part of the 
Senate, by a vote given in answer to a question 
stated. He was not singular in not having heard 
the observation of the Chair. He would venture 
to say there was not a gentleman on this side of 
the Chamber who understood that the bill had been 
proposed to the Senate for a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON. No one objected. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Neither did any one affirm. 
The rule of the Senate is, that every member must 
direct, must concur in directing. Now, unless the 
rule of the Senate, which requires a positive direc- 
tion to be unanimously piven by the Senate, can 
be interpreted in the way in which the Senator from 
Missouri contends—that is to say, that the direc- 
tion shall be inferred from the failure of some 
member of the Senate to object—unquestionably 
the bill is not before the Senate as in Committee 
of the Whole, though the observation of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware may be, to a certain extent, 
correct, that the bill is before the Senate. But for 
what purpose? It is before the Senate for the pur- 
pose of being subjected to the question, Shall it be 
read a second time? The Senator from Delaware 
might wish to postpone the second reading of the 
bill; but it was not in order to move to postpone 
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| the shape of a bill, to which he should have ob- 


jected, according to the rule, but he was waiting 
for the President of the Senate to put the motion 


\| points. 


on granting leave for a second reading. He should, | 


he repeated, have objected if he had been aware 


the motion was before the Senate; but his object | 


would now be attained by postponing the bill be- 
fore the Senate and getting up the army bill. 


Mr. BENTON desired the Senator from Penn- | 


sylvania to state whether, if the army bill were 
now to be taken up, he still adhered to the inten- 
tion of offering his amendment. 
Mr. CAMERON. 
repeat what I have said. 
Mr. BENTON. 


be the case, | must adhere to the course which will 


prevent the army bill from being clogged with such | 
} Asa reason why he had brought in | 


yrovisions. 
this proposition as an independent bill, he said 
that the House of Representatives had refused to 
fasten this land question on the army bill. He 


also remarked, that while the Senator from Penn- | 
| sylvania was able to recollect that he (Mr. B.) a | 


few days since was disposed to take up the army 
bill, that Senator should also recollect what he had 
subsequently said, that when this land bill was 
disposed of, be it at whatever period of the day 
or night, he should ask the Senate to take up the 
army bill, and to vote upon it. He was not cb- 
noxious to any censure for postponing the army 
bill, for he stood upon the same ground now as 
he had heretofore stood upon, and upon which he 
should continue to stand, which the i uaben peo- 
ple should see—yea, all the country should see the 
ground on which he stood. His object was not 
to bring into the army bill a subject which the 
other House had rejected, because he would not 
send to that House a measure which had already 
been rejected in connexion with this bill in order 
to delay or defeat it there. He would not do it. 
The Senator from Pennsylvania might forget what 
he (Mr. B.) had said on this subject, but he would 
repeat it, until it-was known here and everywhere 
else what was the ground on which he stood in 
relation to his army bill, whose object was to raise 
ten regiments, and which had been passed by the 
House. His object was to avoid the delay or de- 
feat of this measure by mixing it up with other 
matter—matter which the House had rejected. 
He desired not to use words about this matter, 
but to act, and by acts to show what he desired to 
do. That was the manner in which he desired to 
proceed. And as soon as this bill was disposed 
of, he repeated, he should ask the Senate to take 
up the army bill at whatsoever time it might be, 
whether day or night. 

Mr. CAMERON rose only to say, that he sup- 
posed if the amendment pro by the Senator 
from Missouri should be agreed to, it would have to 
go to the ether Flouse forconcurrence. He should 
only say in addition, as he was up, that when the 


It is not necessary, sir, to | 


Understanding that such will | 


et 





i 
| 


was part of the same subject—its object was to 
convert one or more of these regiments, to be raised 
But in regard to the 
subject now before the Senate, he said he had two 
objects which he desired to accomplish—there 
were two points upon which he had fixed his mind. 
The first concerned the United States. It was that 
the United States should make sure of getting some 


twelve months’ service—and not give the land to 
those who enlist to-day and are discharged to- 
morrow. ‘The second point concerned the soldier, 
his widow and his chikiren. These were his two 
While he desired so to act on this bill as 
to give the United States a valuable consideration, 
in the shape of twelve months’ service for the 
quarter section of land, unless death or disability 
should prevent the service being rendered, he also 
desired that the land which the soldier had earned 
by his service in the field, by his blood, if killed 
in the field, or what was worse, by perishing in 
a hospital, should have the land secured to his 
family, and that it should not go as the certificates 


| of the Revolution went, while the speculator ob- 
| tained twenty shillings in the pound and ten shil- 





lings interest. He desired to guard avainst the 
recurrence of such things. He also desired to 
guard against what happened in relation to the 
grants of land to the soldiers of the last war, which 
everybody knows inured to the benefit of the 
speculators, as certainly as if it had been written 
in the law. There was not one soldier in one 
thousand that received all the benefit designed by 
that law—many of them no benefit, except the five, 
ten, fifteen, or twenty dollars, which they received 
from speculators, for the lands which the Govern- 
ment gave to them. 

He came back, however, to the point with which 
he started, and to which he intended to adhere, 
and which he should endeavor to detain long 
enough before the Senate to have it understood. 
He should w at those two points—service of 
twelve months to the United States, as a consider- 
ation for the land, which he should then attempt to 
secure to the soldier, and to keep it out of the hands 
of heartless speculators. He desired the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to say whether he intend- 
ed to put his amendment into the army bill with 
the expectation that he could force it upon the 
House, after they had refused to mix up the two 
subjects? Did he imagine, that if it was not put 
in that bill, that it would not pass? Did he so 
understand the gentleman? 

Mr. CAMERON. I will reply to the gentleman 
directly. 

Mr. BENTON wished the gentleman to answer 
yea ornay. He desired to know whether the idea 
was to go to the House that it was intended to 
undertake to force that body into this measure. 
This ** forcing’’ was a thing easier talked about 
than done. It was not an easy matter to force one 
man by himself, much less a body of men. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the gentleman will permit 
me, I will save him the trouble of further remarks 
on this subject. I did not intend to say that I 
would * force’? the House. This explanation may 
save the gentleman further trouble on that point, 
and it may save, therefore, much time, as he is 
anxious to get atthe army bill. =~ 

Mr. SIMMONS had not distinetly heard the 
bill read, and therefore he desired to know if it was 
the same bill that was offered yesterday by the 
Senator from Missouri as an amendment to the 
army bill? 

r. WEBSTER, Yes; the same bill. 
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Mr. SIMMONS. Well, then, he understood 
the Senator from Missouri to say, it was a great 
offence to attach the land bill to the army bill—a 
very creat offence. However, the only objection 
he head to it now was, that among the amendments 
offered yesterday, this was one, and the course 
now proposed seemed to be stealing a march on 
those other amendments. He did not suppose 
that the Senator from Missouri would offer an 
offensive amendment to a bill which came from a 
committee of which he was the head; but having 
been offered, he thought it should stand a fair and 
even chance with the rest. 

Mr. BEN'TON. The Senator seems, in the re- 
marks he has made 

Mr. SIMMONS. I cannot hear the Senator. 

Mr. BENTON. You will presently. 
the Senator from Rhode Island is pleased to say, 
seems on its face to be a little censorious, something 
in the shape of a blow. It is entirely agreeable to 
me, however, because it puts me in a condition to 
undeceive the gentleman upon this point; for I value 
his good will—I value it—and I would not on any 
account have any mistake on the subject. He 
now thinks it was a little inconsistent for me to 
offer this as an amendment to the army bill yes- 
terday. How came I to offer it? Because there 
had already been offered four, five, six, or seven 
amendments, and not one of them embraced that 
great point—security of the land to the soldier. 





Mr. ALLEN thought there could be no great | 
It was not necessary | 


difficulty about this matter, 
that there should be any controversy on the sub- 
ject. There had not reached his ear the slightest 
expression showing the existence of any diversity 
of opinion on the question of giving bounty lands 
to the soldiers, ‘The only question was, whether 
they should secure, by a separate bill, the bounty 
land to the soldier before they passed another bill 
to increase the number of soldiers, by an addition 
of ten regiments. When that bill was before the 


Senate a few days ago, it was made the subject of 
discussion, and propositions were offered to con- | 


nect bounty lands with it. Well, it was said on 
that occasion that the proposition required some 
details more than it contained, and therefore that 
it was better the proposition should be withdrawn, 
that the army bill might be passed instanter, that 
the filling up of the army might at once be pro- 
ceeded with, and that the next day, or on an early 
convenient day, the Senate should take up the 
subject of bounty lands, and the will of Congress 
be expressed thereon. But that was objected to. 
It was said that the inducement to enrol should go 
with the call for enrolment. But before the hour 
for adjournment arrived, the Senate was so well 


convinced that some precautions were necessary |! 


in any arrangement that might be made for a 
bounty land system, that those who were in favor 
of doing it in connexion with that bill, moved to lay 
it on the table to get one night Jp consider the 
proper clauses by which it could aon 

another day arrived, and that day brought forth 
fresh forms by which Senators proposed to accom- 
lish the same object. 


sary for their consideration, to enable Senators to 
choose between them. Well, still another day had 
arrived, and now it was proposed to dispose of 
this bounty land proposition first. It was proposed 


not to withhold the tender of bounty until they had | 
called for the troops, but to make the tender of | 


bounty in advance. And they were also told that 
it would not do to offer the land in advance and 
secure by law the certainty of reward to the sol- 
dier who is afterwards expected to enrol. Now, 
where was there any absolute necessity for this 
controversy ? 

Mr. A had not heard one Senator declare that 
he objected to give a land bounty. He had not 


heard one Senator say he was unwilling to vote | 


one hundred and sixty acres of land. Not one. 
Yet they were there controverting a thing which 
no human being has disputed. 
they not take up these things by themselves? 
First arrange this bounty land system; or must 
they, by one vote of the Senate, lay it aside and 
then a moment after take it up by another vote of 
the Senate? Yet that was proposed. It was pro- 
posed to lay it aside, as a separate proposition, 
and to take it up as a connected proposition. And 
wherefore? Wherefore? He did not see any 
propriety in it. 
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all the troops who had volunteered for one 
| and who shall have served out that year. 


|| any difficulty in the matter. 
What 


| troops, anc 
_ controversy, as indeed there was no occasion for it. || 
| He did not suppose that anybody there wished to | 
| defeat either of these bills. 


| would be gratified before night of seeing them both 


| of Maryland, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, 
| Upham, Westeott, and Woodbridge—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- || 
| by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Batler, Calhoun, Cass, Chal- 


Well, | 


These fresh forms were | 
introduced as amendments, and they were multi- | 
plied so much, that another day was deemed neces- || 


Why, then, could | 





| that there was no diversity of sentiment in the 


Senate on the subject of extending bounty to the 
soldier, that he believed there would not be two 
hours spent in deliberation, if they would but take 
them up and proceed to their consideration as sep- 
arate propositions. 

There was, however, in the bill of the Senator | 
from Missouri an omission—an accidental omis- | 
sion of course—of a few words to make it reach 
ear, | 
hen, 
however, that bill was taken up, that omission 
could be supplied; and then the other propositions | 


| could be taken up also, and the bill made perfect || 


There could not then be 
Well, then, having 
passed this bill, giving bounty land to the troops, | 
they could pass to the other bill, which calls for the | 

then there would be no room for any 


before it became a law. 


The only question 
was one of prioritys Take them up separately, 
and probably the Senator from Pennsylvania 


MSS, 

While he wasup he would say one word more 
The Senator from Pennsylvania yesterday made 
some remarks, in the course of which he said he 


| had reason to believe that if this bill passed, and | 
| ten regiments were called for, they would be en- 


rolled in companies, and take the character of reg- 
ular troops. Now, if that were the case, as he 
(Mr. A.) hoped it would be, these volunteers 
would be the best regular treops that the world 
ever saw—especially if they were allowed to elect 
their own officers, He concluded by calling for 
the yeas and nays on postponing. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted | 
as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- 
ley, Thomas Clayton, J. M. Ciayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Johnson 


mers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Honston, Nites, Rusk, | 
Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, and Yulee—23. 


The VICE PRESIDENT said that, under the 
impression that the difficulty had arisen in part 


| from his own too rapid enunciation when putting | 
| the question, he felt bound on this occasion to vote 
| in the affirmative. 

So the further consideration of the subject was || 
| postponed, ‘ 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


The Senate then resumed, as in committee of | 
the whole, the bill from the House to raise for a | 


limited time an additional military force, and for | 
| other purposes. 

The question rs was upon agreeing to the |) 
following amendment proposed by Mr. Bapcer, || 


as a substitute to the amendment proposed by Mr. | 
CAMERON: 


Strike ont all after the enacting clause, and in- | 


sert the following: 


« That every officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, 
and private, who shall have served or shall serve for tweive 
months as a volunteer, and every non-commissioned officer, 
musician, and private, who shall serve in the regular army 


shall be killed in battle, or has died or shall die of wounds 
received in battle, or of disease contracted while in such 
service, or sha'l have been or shall be disabled by wounds 
received or disease contracted as aforesaid, and shall have 
been or shall be discharged by reason thereof, during the | 
period for which he may have enlisted or volunteered, shall | 
be entitled to one quarter section of land, (for which the 


Secretary of the Treasury shall issue a warrant,) to be loca- || 


ted upon any land belonging to the United States which may 
be snbiect to private entry, in such manner as is or may be 
prescribed by law. 

“Sec. . And be it further enacted, That where any such | 
officer, non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, shall | 
have been or shall be killed in battle, or has died or shall | 
die of wounds received in battle, or of disease contracted in 
service, or being otherwise entitled, according to the fore- 
going section, to a quarter section of land, shall have died | 
or shall die before obtaining a warrant for the same, the 
said warrant shall issue to the widow of the deceased, if he | 
leave any, and if not, to the person or persons who is, are, 


| or may be his heirs-at-law, according to the law of the | 


State, Territory, or District, from which he may have volun- | 


| teered or enlisted into the service of the United States.” 


i} 


Mr. BENTON called for the yeas and nays on | 
the amendment, and they were ordered. 
Mr. BENTON again rose and said, as the mat- 


| 
} 
| 


_ aXy || ter now stood he saw a difficulty. There had not | 
He was so thoroughly convinced || 


been a sufficient expression of opinion on that floor ' 


tLOBE. 


for him to know whether a majority of the S 


on 

| were united on the main point—first to oo 
twelve months’ service to the United States, and 
next to secure the land to be granted to the soldier 
so far as it could be done; and the way they were 
going on, there could not be such an expression 
of opinion; for the amendment which he had pro- 
posed, which brought up those two points, wag 
not now before the Senate. Nor it could not now 
be brought before the Senate, for there was already 


| pending an amendment to an amendment; and the 
only way he could see to extricate the Senate out 


of the difficulty in which it was involved—and by 
which they could get at the two great points he 
had mentioned—was to recommit the bill with jy- 
structions to the committee to bring in a clause to 
accomplish that object. He moved the recommit. 
ment with such instruetions, and he called for the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMERON said that if he had obtained 
the floor first, he would have accepted the amend- 
| ment of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
| Bapcer] as a modification of his own, and then 
the bill of the Senator from Missouri could have 
/ come in as an amendment to the amendment. 
| Mr. BENTON. ‘They cannot go together, 
Fire and water, sir. [A laugh.] ; 

Mr. CAMERON. That, I presume, Mr. Presi- 
dent, is a simple matter of opinion. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, suggested an 
amendment, adding the words, “or during the 
| war,’’ to the end of the second line of the amend- 
/ ment, So as to put the volunteers on the same foot- 

ing with regular soldiers, if their service should be 
required for less than a year. 

Mr. ALLEN inquired whether it was compe- 
tent to offer other amendments in the present state 
of the amendment under consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied that it was 

| not, in the opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE suggested that there was 
a defect in all the amendments which had been 
proposed, as they required the warrants to be is- 
sued by the Secretary of the Treasury, whereas 
| the practice on all former occasions had been to 
issue them from the War Department, where the 
knowledge of the facts were on record. 

Mr. BENTON submitted his instructions in 


| 
; 
| writing. The motion was to recommit the bill 
| 
| 


| and all the amendments to the Military Committee, 
with instructions to bring in an amendment grant- 


‘| ing one hundred and sixty acres of bounty land 


to non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, serving, or to serve, during the war with 
Mexico. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he was not satisfied that 
any good could result from the recommitment of 
| the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs; and 
it might delay the passage of the bill. It was im- 
portant for the country that the bill should be 
passed forthwith. He saw no difficulty in the sense 
of the Senate being taken upon the different amend- 
ments proposed. For his part, if that of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina had a few verbal altera- 
| tions made in the first section, he was for adopt- 
ing that section in lieu of the two sections proposed 
by his friend from Pennsylvania; and in lieu of 
| the second section of the amendment of the Sena- 


‘| tor from North Carolina, he would take the last 
| during the present war with Mexico, or who has been or | 


two sections of that offered by the Senator from 
Missouri. Suppose they are all recommitted, 
and the Military Committee make up one from 
them all; that will not odes the offering by any 
Senator, if he does not like the amendment report- 
ed, a substitute for it, and we shall then have the 
same difficulty as now. He hoped the Senate 
would go on now and decide on the proposed 
amendments, and adopt one they approve of, and 
ass the bill immediately. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to say, that from 
the multiplicity of the propositions there was little 
probability of getting any bill, without the pro- 
posed reference. : 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON also expressed himself 
to be in favor of the recommittal. He then took 
_ oceasion to correct an error, which had crept into 
a report of his remarks of a preceding day on this 
subject, in a daily paper, (the Union,) in which 


he had been represented as saying he would give 
the bounty lands to speculators in preference to 
emigrants from Europe. Now, he had said no 
| such thing. He desired it to be understood that 
' he expressed no preference of speculators to emi- 
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grants, but did express a decided preference of | 


THE CONGRESSION 


soldiers and officers now fighting our battles, to | 


sither. He further desired to be understood as 


having said that he would as willingly see the pub- | 
lic lands full into the hands of purchasers of bounty | 


jands from the soldiers, as be deprived of them by 
the operation of a graduation law which should 
vive them away to the paupers of Europe. 
* Mr. WEBSTER eal 
man from Missouri would reconsider that portion 
of his bill which attempted to render these land 
titles inalienable. There should be no restraints 
of this kind accompanying the grant. The land 
should be given to the soldier as men not under 
guardianship, but as men capable of taking proper 
care of their property. In the first part of that 
provision, that they shall not be disposed of until 
the patents are issued, he concurred; but he doubt- 
ed the expediency of the other. He thought it 
would take away an inducement to volunteer. 

Mr. BENTON was understood to say that his 
bill had been drawn up too hastily to be consistent 


the honorable gentle- 


with perfect accuracy, but if it were recommitted, | 
it would afford him an opportunity to revise and: | 


correct it. 


Senator from Massachusetts as to the provisions 
he had adverted to. He hoped the Senator from 
Missouri would adhere to it. A somewhat simi- 


The Speaker announced the pending question to 
be on the passage of the bill to establish the Ter- 
ritorial Government of Oregon. 

Mr. CUMMINS, on leave, offered certain 
amendments, to be proposed when in order, to the 
bill to increase the pay of the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates; of the army of the 
United States, and the militia and volunteers in the 


| service of the same, and allowing them bounty 


lands in certain cases. The amendments were 
committed, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PILLSBURY, notice having been hereto- | 


| fore given, asked and obtained leave to introduce a | 


bill for the establishment of additional mail-routes | 


| in the State of Texas; which was referred to the 


lar provision was inserted in a bill prepared by the || 


Senator from Missouri, and passed some years 


since—the ** armed occupation act of Florida’’— | 


and its effects had-been salutary. It guarded and 
protected the donee of the United States against 


the greedy speculators and land jobbers, and se- | 


cured the land to his family. He had no idea of 
giving the bounty of land to the creditors of the 
volunteer. He hoped the volunteers and soldiers 
would be so protected. 


Mr. BENTON said that the bill referred to by 


the honorable Senator from Florida cost him many | 


nights of hard thinking—many a sleepless night. 
It was, however, he was sorry to say, somewhat 
emasculated before it got into the statute book. 
Mr. CAMERON had no fears about the specu- 
lators robbing the soldiers. The volunteers were 
intelligent men, who were capable of taking care 
of themselves. He had heard that in the last war 
‘the biter had been bit”—the speculators had lost 
by their contact with the soldiers. 
_ Mr. BERRIEN moved to amend the proposed 
instructions, so as to provide for a grant of land to 


vice; which was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said he was not | 


exactly informed as to what would be the effect of 
these instructions on the Senate, if a bill should be 
reported in conformity with them. The instruc- 
tions were perhaps sufficiently broad, to make it 
obligatory on them to grant one hundred and sixt 


acres of land to non-commissioned officers, musi- | 


clans, and privates, who may serve at all in the 
war; but he would ask the Senator from Missouri 


if he intended to provide for every case of service, | 


irrespective of the period of service ? 

Mr. BENTON was understood to reply in the 
negative, 

The question was then taken upon recommitting 
the bill, together with all the proposed amend- 
ments, to the Committee on Military Affairs, with 
instructions to bring in an amendment granting 
one hundred and sixty acres of bounty lands to the 
officers of volunteer corps, and to the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, serving, or 


to serve, in the army employed in Mexico, and || 


decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Badger, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler, 
Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Cilley, T. Clayton, J. M. Clay- 
ton, Corwin, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, 
Fairfield, Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 
Pearce, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Stargeon, Turney, Upham, 
Webster, Woodbridge, and Yulee—44. 

NAY—Mr. Phelps—1. 


So the bill was recommitted. 


The Senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business; and, after a short time spent 
therein, the doors were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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| assienment of the House. 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The SPEAKER again stated the question before | 
the House to be on the passage of the bill to estab- 
lish the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. HAMLIN spoke as follows: 

I rejoice, Mr. Speaker, that I am permitted to 


| mingle my voice in this debate, and finally record | 


my vote in the setttlement of principles we are dis- 
cussing. I have sought the opportunity of pre- 


| senting the views which lI entertain on the subject | 


Mr. WESTCOTT said he differed with the || 


we now have under discussion, and yet | confess | 
that I would have preferred to have presented those 
views on another and on a different bill. My uni- 
form action upon this question has been to close | 
the debate on this subject, and proceed to the next | 
I have voted uniformly 


| to close this debate. I have voted against the rising 


of the committee for the purpose of procrastinating 
the time for its termination; and I have been, on 
all occasions, in favor of hastening the action of 


| the House on this matter, deferring to some future 


‘and more pertinent occasion, on the considera- | 


| 
i} 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


| 


| 





| be with no feelings of reproach, with no ill feelings 


tion of some other subject, the presentation of my 
views on the question now really before them. 
But inasmuch as the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Burt] has seen fit to ervive this discus- 
sion—inasmuch as that gentleman has seen fit to 
thrust it upon this bill before us, I will not shrink 
from it, even if it be not in its most appropriate 
place. While I do not seek, I will not avoid it 
now. Of the tone and the manner manifested by 
the gentleman from South Carolina on my right, 
{Mr. Burt,] I can speak with the highest commen- | 
dation. It shall be my effort and endeavor to imi- 
tate that gentleman in both, and coolly, carefully, 
dispassionately, and yet at the same time firmly 


|| and fearlessly to present my views. 
the officers of volunteers who may die in the ser- | 


* Immoderate valor swells into a fault; 
And fear, admitted into public councils, 
Betrays like treason. Let us shun them both.”’ 

I concur, too, in the sentiment expressed by the 
gentleman from South Carolina on my left, [Mr. 
Ruett,} as well as by the gentleman from the | 
same State on my right, [Mr. Burr,] that now— | 
(although not on this bill)—that now is the time 
to meet and to deliberate upon this question. It 


federacy; it is due to the whole country, that the 
North, as well as the South, should clearly and 
distinctly define its position. I mean to do so | 
firmly and with frankness, and if I shall speak | 
with animation, with excitement, indeed, it shall 


towards any section of this Union, or any indi- 
vidual in this body. I design to meet the subject 
as its importance demands. 
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man proposes to disturb a solitary or single right 
guarantied by the Constitution to any one of the 
States. On the other hand, we pledge ourselves, 
here and hereafter, that we will stand by them as 
one common brotherhood, engaged in one common 
cause. No, sir; we design no such thing; we ask, 
we will permit, no such thing; we counsel no such 
thing, and we will not concur in any such thine. 
As members of this great Confederacy, however, 
we do ask, and demand, that in all thines submit- 
ted to our deliberation, we shall have the right to 
speak, and speak with manly boldness and firm- 
ness, to maintain and defend the rights of the con- 
stituents we represent on this floor. We ask no 
more; we will take no less. 

What is it, then, that we propose todo? We 
propose to say, and to say with all frankness, that 
there shall be no disagreement hereafter in this 
matter; that we will stand by the clearly-defined 
rights of each individual State in reference to the 
institution of slavery; but to territory now free, 
with our votes and with our consent, it shall never 
be extended. Nor shall its limits, in any way or 
manner, beenlarged. We are faithless to the trust 
reposed in us, we do violence to the sentiments of 
our people, and the spirit of the age, if we falter or 
turn back in the course which we have marked 
out. Nor are we to be driven from the propriety 
of our course by the taunts and jeers that have 
been poured out upon us here. We have been 
denounced on this floor as one “ grand association 
of Abclitionists.”” Our ears have been saluted by 
the taunt of ‘scurvy politicians;” we have been 
denominated as *‘ wild and reckless fanatics.’’ 
And yet, with all these things ringing in our ears, 
and calculated to spur us on, we will neither hurl 


| them back nor swerve from the direct and straight 


line of duty. That duty is faithfully, fairly, and 
honestly, to discharge the trust that has been re- 
posed in us. Let no man falter. 

Why, sir, if we are to believe the assertions that 
have been made on various sides of this House, 


| we of the free States are not only to be assailed 


| is due to each and every section of this broad Con- || 


| our deliberations here. 


Before proceeding to an examination of the mat- | 


ters which I propose to discuss, I invite the atten- | 
tion of this House to the manner in which this 
debate has been conducted upon the other side. 
Had a stranger within these walls listened to the 
discussion, he would readily have suppoged that 
we, of the free States, were waging an unholy 
crusade against the southern population of this 
Confederacy; that we were laying unholy and 
olluted hands upon the sacred rights guarantied 
oS the Constitution to the southern States; that | 
we were discarding their sacred rights, and almost | 
trampling upon their domestic altars. Sir, is this | 
so? I have not yet listened to the first man who | 
hasaddressed this House, upon this side, who would | 
trample upon, or trifle with, a solitary right ofany 
one of the States of this Union. On the other 
hand, there has been but one spontaneous and 
uniform declaration that we will stand by them in | 
weal and in wo. In the discussion of this matter, | 


then, gentlemen are not to escape on these collate- 


ral issues. They are not thus to raise the smoke 


} 
i 


} 


} 
| 


with these opprobrious epithets, but we are to be 
told that ‘our public faith is infamous, and brand- 
ed toa proverb.’’ And is it so? Whatis it we 
ask? What is it that we propose to do? Let us 
examine, let us carefully examine, the matter which 


|| we propose to accomplish, and see if it violates 


any of the rights of any of the States, and see if 
we are truly obnoxious to the epithets that are 
lavishly hurled upon us. We propose, then, to 
declare, that inany Se subsequently acquired, 
and made a part of this Union, the institution of 
slavery shall not exist; that we will in no way 
extend slave territory. What provision of the 
Constitution do we violate?) What right of a sin- 
gle State do we disregard? The gentleman from 


|| South Carolina, on my left, (Mr. Ruerr,] gave us 


yesterday his constitutional argument on the sov- 
ereignty of thegJnion and the sovereignty of the 
States. 

sefore I close I may have occasion to allude to 
the position which that gentleman took. I state 
now affirmatively, what | will undertake to demon- 
strate: that no solitary right of a single State is 
invaded or affected by any measure which we pro- 
pose. Before doing this, however, let me call the 
attention of our friends tosome facts in the history 
of the country which should well operate on us in 
Sir, this 1s no Missouri 
compromise we are discussing; this is no annexa- 
tion of Texas we are talking about; it is no ac- 
quisition of Florida. Louisiana was acquired by 
the treaty of 1803. Over that territory at that 
time—the time of its acquisition—the institution of 
slavery had spread itself; over the territory of 
Florida it had spread itself; over the territory of 
Texas it extended also. Louisiana was, from its 
homogeneous character, a country which must be 
a part of this.Union, and it became so. The great 
and the mighty West demanded that she should 
have that territory, through which she might pour 
out the abundant products of her country. She 
never would, never could, consent that the sover- 
eignty of that territory should be exercised by a 
foreign Power. It was to have been acquired by 
the process prescribed by civil power, or it would 
have been by resort to arms. Sir, my friend from 
the West now before me [Mr. Kenwepy] will tell 
me, that by the law of Heaven, the great mart be- 
low was designed to receive the products from 
above; and there, was not the power in written 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, |! of their own creating, and vanish behind it. No |) constitutions, there was not the power in the forms 
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of government, to have prevented the West, alone, || misunderstood in saying distinctly that Oregon | romise this question—when any gentlemen do 
from asserting that right and securing that benefit, || = 


It was acquired for great, glorious, natural, pur- 
poses. It came; it came with its peculiar institu- 
tion attaching to it. So was it with Florida: a 
small point of land, insular in its position, remote 
from its mother government; connected with us 
in all its relations of commerce, and all the relations 


which it was territorially connected, It came, and 
itcame for the purpose of benefiting the residents 


| country, to indicate to the 


on its soil, as well as those who acquired it, in the | 
same manner as Louisiana came, for the mutual | 


benefit of both parties. So it was in reference to 
the annexation of Texas. 
national features, for which it might well have been 
annexed to this Union; although, I grant, it was 
degraded by great and elevated statesmen in this 


It had its ereat and | 


| territory in Mexico or not. 


country, by placing it on the miserable pretext of || 


extending negro slavery. It was an incubus, that 


weighed on it like a nightmare; yet for its superior | 


national advantages it came; it came with the aid 
and consent of the free States of this Union; it 
came to answer all the purposes for which it could 


| simply to say that for one I am heated with no 
| lust of acquisition of territory from a foreign coun- 
try. But, whatever may come of this question, I 


be designed in a commercial and national relation. | 


Now, the question submitted to us—and it is a || 


question not to be winked out of sight—is, are we 
to acquire other and foreign territory, either for the 
—- or with the consent of the people of this 

Jnion, that it may be converted into slave territory? 
Never, sir; never to the end of time, with my aid 
and with my assistance, shall that acquisition take 
place. While | desire to see the union of Califor- 


nia to these States, it must come free or not at all. | 


And now—I say with the gentlemen from South 
Carolina (Messrs. Burr and Rurrr}]—now is the 
time when we are to meet this question fairly, and 
talk openly and boldly to each other, that there 
may be no misunderstanding betwcen us hereafter. 
Gentlemen here perfectly understood, if nothing 
was said or done now, slavery would be sure to 
advance and run over the territories which we 
might acquire. 


that fact. Suffer this time to go by, and give the 


There could be no mistake about | 


acquiescence of silence, and the conclusion was | 
foregone. .f silent acquiescence is equal to an ajfirm- || 
ative vote in favor of slavery; and to avoid the issue || 


now is equally responsible. And while we vote 


with cheerfulness for all supplies, men and money | 


to prosecute the war with the utmost vigor—and 


| that he designed to cover this territory as a part of 
| the territory belonging to the Union, by the acqui- 


while all should rally for the country in this crisis— | 


while there should be no holding back—at the same 
time, we are bound to declare we will not permit 
the institution of slavery to exist in any territory 
which may result as an incident of the war. 
Louisiana was acquired. by the treaty of 1803: 


| man’s amendment was rejected by a vote of thirty- 


subsequently to the acquisition of that territory | 
there was adopted by both branches of Congress || 


what was called the Missouri compromise. One 
word in re'a‘ion to that compromise. The gentle- 
man from South Carolina yester presented his 


to discussion. It was an amendment recognising 
clearly and distinetly that the line of parallel estab- 
lished in the Missouri compromise, extended 
through to the Pacific Ocean, or that all the terri- 
tory lying north of that line was embraced within 


its provisions. Why, sir, the gentleman negatives | 


this proposition by his own argument. The dec- 
laration with which he commenced his speech was 
clearly and distinctly that that territory of Oregon 
was acquired by the treaty of 1846. What appli- 
cation, and what bearing then, could the compro- 


mise of 1820 have upon territory which was se- | 


cured by the treaty of 1846? Sir, it had no more 
connexion with it, as I have already said, than it 
had with the islands of the farther Indies. If it 


|The gentleman would not allude to, would not 
Ina J ‘oy | | discuss a single proposition relating to the war 
amendment, thus opening the wide field of slavery } 
| tend the compromise on that parallel of latitude to 
| territory which might, by a subsequent treaty, be 
_included as a part of this country, and which 
|, would become a slave territory by that very com- 


was embraced in the purchase of Louisiana, the | 


gentleman’s amendment was a work of superero- | 


gation. If it was not embraced within that pur- 


chase, it was extending that line to territory that | 


had no connexion with it. 


Mr. BURT here interposed, and (Mr. H. yield. | 


ing the floor) begged leave to say that the centle- 
man from Maine, as well as the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Trurman,] he thought did not do 
entire justice to the research and discrimination of 
those on the opposite side of this question, when 
they intimated to the House that they were under 
a misapprehension as to the Missouri compromise. 
Why, sir, the merest tyro knows that the Mis- 
souri compromise was confined to the Louisiana 
territory. I think, sir, if I made myself intelligi- 
bje on any point whatever, I could not have been 


| My view is, and always has been, that the only 


| jurisdiction there. 


‘another view. 


was a new territory—a territory to which there | 


it is necessary first that we know the limits of the 
was no compromise applicable; a territory which, ' 


country we are to compromise—that we know 


: ; , : ; ; ; . its 
lying above the line of the Missouri compromise, || geographical and topographical features; for in 
would, according to the line of that compromise, || making that compromise we would 


'| leave it to that power, and I would have been wil- 


| of dividing a territory before we know the limits 


have had at any sub 


. ; ; i. | 5 A necessarily 
be a territory in which the South should not con- || be governed in fixing the line by the extent a 


sent that slavery should be introduced; and, sir, || features of territory to be divided: I was one of 


: | my object in moving the amendment which I had || those who demanded strenuously that the Spirit 
which could exist between it and the country to | : 


the honor to propose, was simply to indicate to the || of the Missouri compromise should be observed 

North and South, a | when Texas was annexed. We were told by 
desire that the line of that compromise might | gentlemen on all sides that the higher latitudes of 
be applicable to any subsequent acquisition of || that territory would never be adapted to slave 
territory by the Government of the United States. || labor; that it was a healthy, mountainous, agri- 
Now, f forbore to speak of the results of the war || cultural region; and in accordance with this state 


with Mexico. I would not do so. I forbore to 


of things we demanded then that the spirit of the 

say whether, in my opinion, we should acquire || Missouri compromise should be observed in that 
1 would not speak to || territory; that is, an equal division made; tha 

it now if it had not been introduced in this con- 


| we should have there an equal portion of free ter. 
nexion by the gentleman from Maine; and I speak || ritory, in which the free labor of the North should 


participate. In taking into this Union a foreion 
State, as the representatives of free States, we had 
aright to demand those terms which should give 
to the free States an equal right of participaging jp 
the benefits of the acquisition. Sir, we were 
laughed to scorn. The precedent which was es. 
tablished then is my foundation. On that rock | 
build, sir, and the waves, and the power, and 
strength of that institution shall never prevail 
against it. It is ridiculous to talk of compro- 
mising this matter before we know the boundaries 
of the territory we are to compromise. Look at 
the topography and geography of that country 
itself. If we are to draw hi : 


believe the point of national honor cannot be sat- 
isfied, unless Mexico makes some reparation to 
the United States for the causes that led to the 
war. I would not undertake to infringe upon the 
treaty-making power by indicating in what mode 
that reparation shall be made. I am willing to 


ling, but for the cause to which I adverted the 
other day when I had the honor to address the | 
House, to leave it to the day to provide for the | 
evil thereof. ines of compromise, 

Mr. HAMLIN resumed. I confess (said he) | (which I by no means assent to,) we have a lesson 
I somewhat misapprehended the design which the || from the features, soil, and productions of the 
gentleman from South Carolina had in offering the || country, that tells us that no rigid line east and 
amendment which he did. IL do not, however, |! west is to be the one. Look at its salubrious 
from the explanation he has seen fit to give us, || climate, its mildness of temperature, the kind of 
perceive that it really changes the position at all ] »wroducts for which its soil is adapted. I have 
which I have taken. He now says he designed || before me Mr. Humboldt’s history of New Spain, 
to establish a new compromise line, not to extend || which carries conviction that the mountainous 
the old one. If he had designed to make a new || regions of that country are designed by nature to 
Missouri compromise line through to the Pacific, on || be free regions, adapted to free labor. I do not 
the parallel of 36° 30’, it would have been a little || for a single moment admit that all the low coun- 
more direct, a little more open, if such had been || try could better be cultivated by slave labor. 
the language which set forth the amendment which || Granting, for the sake of the argument, that this 
he proposed. I did myself therefore apprehend || is the case with a portion of it, we have the fact 
staring us in the face, that it is a line running 
nearer north and south than east and west, 
which should be the line of compromise. 

But, sir, I discard at once and forever all talk 
about a compromise, on any parallel of latitude 
which can be named by man. To any proposi- 
tion for taking territory now free, and sending 
there the shackles and manacles of slavery, I never 
will consent: never. No: cause the declaration 
to be placed on record on your journals, that it 
may be seen by those who shall come after us, 
and who shall be better, abler, but not more wil- 
ling to carry out the doctrines we lay down and 
| promulgate. I by all means desire not to be mis- 
understood in this matter. I am viewing it upon 

|| their own hypothesis, not mine. I will go for no 
'| compromise line of any character. 
| I now come, Mr. Speaker, directly to the ques- 
tion which [ design more particularly to discuss, 
promise. Now the idea of compromising—of un- viz: What do we propose to do—and the power 
} 
| 
| 


sition of Louisiana. Now he tells us clearly and 
distinctly that his amendment was for the purpose 
of extending that line, of extending it over a terri- | 
tory where it did not exist before. The gentle- | 


one majority, clearly settling the question, now and 
forever, that we are to have no new Missouri com- 
promise lines, or compromises of a similar char- 
acter. 

Sir, on that, permit me to say a single word. 


with Mexico, as it now exists; yet he would ex- 


dertaking in any way to compromise the question || we have to do it? 

I again repeat, because I fully subscribe to it, 
and boundaries of that territory—does not com- || the proposition laid down by the gentleman from 
mend itself to ae If, for no other rea- || South Corellian. that now is the time—that this is 
son, sir, for this, | should have voted against that the identical period (although not on this identical 
amendment. || bill) to discuss this matter fully and fairly. 

L agree, then, sir, with the gentleman from South This is my position; and I proceed to state the 
Carolina, that the territory lying west of the Rocky || reasons which impel me to its support. Itisa 
Mountains is not affected by that compromise, || simple proposition, which we would pass affirma- 
because in 1820, when that very compromise was || tively if we can—a proposition which shall declare 
effected, when it was agreed upon, we had all the |! to the world that no territory now free, or any 
rights to Oregon that we now have, or that we || territory which shall ever be acquired by subse- 
uent period. The treaty |) quent treaty, shall ever come into the Union as 
of 1846 only limited and defined the boundary on || slave territory, or be made slave territory. We 
the northern border of that territory; it gave us to || will never assent to it. 
the remaining portion no additional title. It was Why should we say it now? Because, if we do 
ours then; it 1s ours now. We have occupied it || not say it now, it will be too late hereafter. Now 
from that period of time to the present moment. || is the golden moment. Let it slip by, and it is 
gone; and once gone, itis gone forever. 1 hope 
we may be able to pass a declaratory act forever 
prohibiting slavery in any territory we may here- 
after accuire, while it remains a Territory, and that 
when admitted, such compact will be made as to 
prevent slavery, after it shall have become a State 
of this Union. I know gentlemen may tell me 
on all sides that such an act will not have force 
and validity; that Congress has not the power to 








title we ever acquired from France was one b 
which Great Britain herself could be entcpped. 
Virtually France had no possession there; yet a 
+ artes from her was an estopment of Great 

ritain, through her treaties, from asserting any 


ee 


But, sir, in relation to this compromise, I have 
When we undertake to com. 
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aie any State which may hereafter be admit- || or sovereignty sufficient to acquire, they have the | 
| Sovereignty to take care of these territories. 
| 2d. if there is no sovereignty in the General | by implication. 
' 


ted. I have no fears on this subject. A de- 
claratory act which Congress may pass will be 
the fundamental law of that territory; and I hold 


that no State coming into the Union with that | the representatives of that sovereignty, can acquire || States thrown around the slave States.- I disagree 


territory by legislative enactment; we have done 
, 80; and are we not alike the representatives of that || up the slave population of the southern States 


fundamental and preéxisting condition spread 
cut before it, and assenting to it, would have 
the power, maneOEnnT > to establish the in- 
stitution of slavery within its limits. Sir, the 


that doctrine clearly and distinctly, with reference 
to the ordinance of 1787. Slavery was absolutely 

rohibited forever by that ordinance northwest of 
the Ohio river; and the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States have decided that no State formed out of 


that territory has the right to establish the institu- || 


tion of slavery within its limits, ic 

But suppose I am wrong in my legal position; | 
suppose I am not right in the ground I lay down: 
| am fortified in yet another position about which 
| believe there can be no mistake, and if carried 
out, all the good I desire will be accomplished. 
Let us, if we have the power, (and I will examine 
that question,) let us pass a declaratory law, and 
we do inhibit the institution certainly while it re- 
mains a Territory of the United States. We then 
take it into the Union as a free State, and it is not 
in the power of man to establish that institution in 
a State admitted as a free State, where it has never 
existed before. 

If, then, I am wrong in my legal position, I | 
would be right in the practical results growing out 


of a declaratory act of such a character. I believe || 


I am sustained in both my positions. 


But, sir, suppose we fail; suppose we are not || 


able to pass that declaratory act: we give you no- 


. . . | 
tice, fair, frank, and honorable notice, that this is 


the ground on which we plant ourselves; and it is the || 


ground to be supported and sustained by other, by 
abler and better men, who shall hereafter come | 
here as the representatives of the North. At the 


| necessary and constitutional laws? i 
Supreme Court of the United States has affirmed || 





North, sir, there is but one public sentiment on this 
subject. Ido not mean to say, by this, that you 
may not here and there find a case of a shackled 
press muttering its dissent against the doctrines of 
freemen; that you may not here and there find a 
dough face, with fetters on his lips, uttering his 
faint protest against it. But it is the doctrine of 
the North; it is the doctrine she will march up to. 
She will live up to it in all coming time. The 
Democratic press in Maine has generally spoken in 
favor of this provision. And we give you notice, 
that you may not hereafter say we have taken you 
by surprise; we give you notice, even if we are 
not able to carry it out now, that we shall have no | 
shackles upon us when we come to vote for the | 
admission of States to be formed out of this terri- 
tory. The South has told us their position; let us 
be as frank and generousas they. So far as I am 
concerned, I will deal with all frankness with them 
as they have with us. 

But the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Ruett] denies to us the power of passing this 
declaratory act. If I understood the gentleman’s 
argument—and I believe I did, although it is some- 
what fine-spun, and bordering too much on the 
transcendental—it amounts to this: that the sov- 
ereignty rests not in this Union, but in the people 
of the sevéral States of the Union; that the Con- 
gress of the United States have not the power to 
prevent the people from the South, or from any 
section, from going into the territory that we ma 
acquire by treaty and carrying their slaves wi 
them. I believe such is the gentleman’s position, 
although I confess it requires a magnifying glass, 
a microscope of stupendous power, to understand 
clearly and distinctly the position the gentleman 
has taken; and in my view it is quite too fine a 
print for the public eye to read. Yet, when anal- 
rae. I believe it may be said that is his position. 
The jus summi imperit, the absolute right to govern 
in territories, he holds, is not in the Union, but in 
the poste of the States. 

Now let me answer the gentleman. The gen- 
tleman holds clearly and distinctly that we may 
acquire foreign territory, and yet he sets up the 
monstrous proposition that we have the power to 
do the mains but not ene act; that = 
acquire foreign territory, but having so acquired it 
we can do nothing with it! The Lenwene to that 
position are full and to the point. They need only 
to be stated, and a statement is a sufficient argu- 
ment. 


Ist. If the General Government have the power 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 197 


|| erous notice to all who are interested, that they 
shall not place upon us hereafter any restrictions 


Government, and if it is with the people, we, as | One thing more. I wish to see no cordon of free 


with gentlemen on that point. I would not shut 
sovereignty, and therefore authorized to pass all || within certain limits. It is utter uselessness to 


talk about their staying here on terms of equality 
3d. The gentleman holds that we cannot pass a || with the whites; I would not throw a cordon around 


| law prohibiting the persons of States from going | them to confine them where they are. I would 
| into territories—that is a sovereign act, which we || leave a transit open through which they may pass 


cannot exercise; that the Constitution, which au- || into Mexico, and where they may find a govern- 
_ thorizes us to pass all ‘* needful rules and regula- || ment in which they may truly participate. But I 
tions,” applies only to property. Well, does he || would leave it for those who are interested to do 
not also hold that slaves are property—chattels— || this, without power, force, or coersion, from any 
not men, not persons? Our action designs only || quarter—for them to manage it in their‘own man- 
that they shall not be chattels in the territories. || ner, and for God in his good way and time to end 
| Is it not as property that he desires slaves shall be || that institution, as he certainly will, as certain as 
carried there? And what is the force of the Jaw |, time will roll on, 
we propose, except one, which says men shall not |} Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON here interposed, 
be property ? and inquired, if he understood the gentleman cor- 
4th. California and other territories to which a || rectly to say, that by a resolution in a declarator 
declaratory law may apply, are now free. By the || act of Congress against slavery, a State when os 
| law of nations, then, the moment a slave treads || mitted would be prevented from establishing sla- 
| upon their soil he becomes free. Slavery, then, | very if they saw fit? 3 
must exist there, if at all, in violation, utter viola- || Mr. HAMLIN. [reply that if we pass, by the 
tion of law. It cannot exist, except by positive | concurrence of both branches of Congress, a declar- 
enactment. A declaratory law of Congress, then, || atory law, I hold that to be the fundamental law of 
will only affirm the law of nations, and prevent a || the country, and thata State formed out of it would 
violation of that law. |, come in, subject to its provisions and restrictions. 
But it is true, that in making an affirmative pro- | Mr. THURMAN. Does the gentleman from 
position, the power to enforce it should not be im- || Maine think that b act of Congress we can limit 
| plied, or taken as granted. The affirmative must || the privileges which a State shall enjoy when it 
| show the right; and on this question there can be no || comes into the Union under the Constitution ? 
doubt. The Constitution itself is clear. Article || Mr. HAMLIN. I answer again, only for my- 
four, section three, relating to territories, and al- self: I do. Ido not know that there isa solitary 
| ready referred to, says: ‘Congress shall have || individual who agrees with me. I wish, for oP 
| ‘ power to dispose of and make all needful rules || self, to state my proposition again, 80 as not to be 
‘and regulations respecting the territory or other |, misunderstood. It is, that if Congress should 
| ‘ property belonging to the United States.’? Here || pass a law declaring that slavery shall not exist 
saclear and express grant of power. It covers | forever within any given territory, and a State 
| 





the whole case, and gives full authority. There | formed out of such ree comes into the Union 
can be no doubt about it. It affirms the power as | with the knowledge of, and consenting to, the ex- 
strongly as language can do so. It is circumscribed | isting law, they are prevented subsequently from 
by no narrow limits. The words “ needful rules |, establishing that institution, having, in their s0v- 
and regulations’’ have the same force and mean- | ereign capacity, waived that right by their own 


ing as if it had been all * needful laws and regula- 
9 


act. The Supreme Court, as I before mentioned, 
tions.”? There is no difference in the two words, || have decided that this is the case with reference to 
Throughout the whole Constitution, the word rule | the States admitted under the ordinance of 1787, 
is used in the same sense as law. What isa law? | out of the territory northwest of the Ohio river. 
It is “‘a rule of action prescribed by the supreme |, That restrictions may be placed upon States which 
power of the State.”’ All we propose is, to pre- | shall be binding, after they are admitted into the 
scribe a rule or regulation which shall apply to the || Union, I am justified in maintaining, not only by 
territories belonging to the United States. | the judicial decision to which I have adverted, but 
The Constitution gives Congress the power to || by the precedents in various cases. No State has 
‘* make rules for the zovernment and regulation of || been admitted without restrictions; and there are 
| the land and naval forces.” Congress has done it || restrictions of various kinds placed upon them all. 
| by enacting laws, as we now design to do. Con- || | will quote from one or two of the acts of admis- 
| gress shall have power to ‘ establish a uniform || sion; and there are various others I might cite, 
rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the |, The ordinance of 1787 was an agreement between 
subject of bankruptcies throughout the Upited || the State of Virginia and the United States, that 
States.” Here the word rule is synonymous with || slavery should not exist in the territory northwest 
the word law. In each case Congress has passed || of the Ohio, it being then a part of Virginia; and 
laws. The uniform rule of naturalization is the || Virginia ceding it to the United States. The peo- 
same throughout the United States. Congress has || ple upon that territory were not a party to the 
passed a law making a uniform system. Such is || compact; yet, by the action of Congress and by 
the scope and meaning of the word rule, and it || - pati of our courts, they have been held to 
leaves on my mind no doubt as to the power of || Its terms. L Sr 
Congress to 0 As in all other cases, it is for us || And the resolution for admitting the State of 
to judge what laws are ‘‘ needful”—a majority of | Indiana into the Union—one of the States formed 
this body must determine that question in all cases. || out of the Northwestern Territory, approved 11th 
But it is too late even to raise this question, || December, 1816, admits Indiana on the express 
when the whole and uniform action of the Govern- ] ground that her people have formed ‘ for them- 
ment has been one way. This is a novel doctrine, || ‘ Selves aconstitution and State government, which 
and as strange as novel. Why, there has not been || ‘ constitution and State government, so formed, is 
a time since the adoption of the Constitution, when || ‘ republican, and in conformity with the principles of 
Congress, at each session, has not exercised that || ‘ the articles of wens between the original States 
islati Territo- || ‘and the people States in the territory northwest 
power—the power of legislating over our Territo- ie ae ee ach a ; 
ries. | z cone Ohio; passed on the ay of July, 
Having the right, then, to say what laws we . er : 
will caaael iat manner = will regulate the Here was a condition passed by Commune asa 
territory, I am in favor of a declaratory law; and condition precedent to the admission of In sana into 
the Union, and by complying with which she could 
cheerfulness for the bill of the gentleman from || only be admitted. Yet she was no party to the 
New York, [Mr. Kive.] That proposition was || ordinance under which the admission was made. 
well-timed and in season; it never can be out of || There is ample evidence, then, and of a most sat- 
season when pressed as a proposition distinct by || isfactory nature, to my mind, that we may admit 
itself. I would lodge that amount of money wi States with restrictions. I do not hold that the 
the President for the purpose of a treaty. e all || General Government can enforce such a condition 
understand it is not to be disguised for what pur- || upon a Territory. That could mot be done. But if 
it may be ~~ I bg dae a and ene it || the erele of a: mOnTs = snot ce n new 
cheerfully. I would put it there if for no er || city, enter into suc. / 
reason, for the purpose of giving open, fair, gen- ' equally binding as the ordinance of 1787 


when the occasion shall come, I shall vote with all 
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The act for the admission of Iowa and Florida, 
approved March 3, 1845, provides: 

Src. 7, And be it further enacted, That said territories 
of lowa and Florida are admiteed into the Union on the | 
express condition that they shall never interfere with the 
yrimary disposal of the public lands lying within them, nor 

ay any tax on the same whilst remaining the property of 
the United States.”’ 

Here was one of the very highest rights of 
sovereignty yielded by these States; and a right 

ielded by every State which has been admitted 
into the Union; the right of taxing property with- 
in its limits. ‘This is a right which lies at the very 
foundation of government, and without the exer- 

cise of which no government can exist any more 
than a man can live without food. This, too, was 
a condition demanded of every new State which 
had been admitted into the Union. This was in- 
deed a surrender of one of the most vital rights of 
sovereignty. There were many others of impor- 
tance, relating to schools, rivers, roads, &c.; all 
recognising the Deno There were bills then 
pending before Congress, on the application of 
some of the States, granting back to the States the 
right, in certain cases, to tax some of these very 
lands thus excepted. The action of Congress is all 
one way. ‘To deny a State the power thus to make 
a compact would be to deny her sovereignty. 

But, as I before said, whether I am right or 
wrong in this legal position, a law so declaring that 
slavery shall not exist in our territories, answers 
all my purposes; because, if the territory is kept 
as free territory, and comes into the Union asa 
free State, it never can be subsequently made a 
slave Siate. 

Sir, | do not understand the ordinance of 1787 
as being any more effective, or having any more | 
binding force on the States north of the Ohio than 
a declaratory act of this Congress, taking the 
action of a State and the action of Congress when 
it comes into the Union as adopting that declara- 
tory act. And certainly under that provision of 
the ordinance of 1787 all the States northwest of 
the Ohio have come in as free States, recognising 
that as their fundamental law; and if I mistake 
not, (if I do, the gentleman from Ohio before me, | 
{Mr. Tuurman,] will correct me,) the constitution || 
of Ohio recognises and embodies in fact that very 
ordinance. _ | 

Mr. THURMAN. The constitution of Ohio 
contains a prohibition against slavery; and it is by 
reason of that constitution alone that slavery can 
be prohibited there. We hold that we have a 
right, whenever we shall see fit, to alter our con- 
stitution and establish slavery when we think 
proper. But we never did think so. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [understand the general doc- | 
trine. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (Mr. H. further yielding the 
floor) inquired if the supreme courts of Ohio and 
the United States had not both declared by official 
decisions that the ordinance of 1787 is in force in 
Ohio on this subject? Such he understood to be 
the case. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I understand, and have so 
said, that the Supreme Court of the United States 
has recognised the ordinance of 1787 as the funda- 
mental law of the States in the northwest territory. 

Mr. THURMAN (in reply to Mr. Gippines, 
Mr. H. yielding) said the question was made in 
the supreme court of Ohio whether the ordinance | 
of 1787 was not a fundamental law of the State, 
which could not be changed even by a change of 
the constitution. According to his recollection of 
the case, (the details of which he stated,) the de- 
cision turned upon another point, and the court 
expressly waived the decision on the validity of 
the ordinance. 

Mr. HAMLIN, (resuming.) I understand that 
that court decided the ordinance of 1787 to be the 
fundamental law of Ohio, in full force. The su- 
preme court of Indiana also say that this ordinance 
is the paramount law of the land, and that no con- | 
stitution can interfere between that paramount law | 
and the rights of the people. 

For these reasons { shall vote on all proper oc- 
casions for the bill of the gentleman from New 
York. 

A few words more, and I have done. And in 
reference to the stale, worn-out ery of dissolution 
of this Union, the time was when even my nerves 
were a little distutbed by it. ‘That time has long 
since passed, and gentlemen of timid, weak nerves 
are now rallying around the standard on the free 
side of the question, who were wont to rally on |) 
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the other side. This cry of dissolution of the 
Union has become too old to be repeated, and to 
be entitled to much weight and confidence, iterated 
and reiterated as it is on every major and minor 
question. ‘The Union cannot be dissolved. The 
mutual interests and benefits enjoyed the dif- 
ferent sections would not or it. The great 
West was bound to the South by itscommerce, and 


could not be separated while its mighty rivers rolled | 


on to the Gulf of Mexico. The North and the 
South, too, were equally bound by their commerce 


and exchange of productions. These were all liga- | 
ments that could not be rent or dissolved. The | 


talk of it was folly, as well as madness. These 
great ties to which he had alluded, superadded to 
the patriotic devotion of our people to our Govern- 
ment, would render our Union impregnable for- 
ever. A dissolution of this great and mighty re- 
public, erected by the wisdom of our fathers, and 


cemented by their blood! And for what? Spread | 
it out that the public eye may gaze upon it, pro- || 
claim it that the public ears may hear it, utter it | 
from the groaning press, and thunder it from the | 
pulpit. A dissolution of the Union because we will | 
not extend the institution of negro slavery! Sir, | 
the man who would utter that sentiment should | 
blush when it falls from his lips. Dissolve this | 
great and mighty republic for this miserable pre- | 


text! Lagree with the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Perrir] that it is not the doctrine of the 
people of the great and patriotic South. She has 
rallied, except the time when she was about to go 
to the death for sugar—she has rallied for this 
Union. She will stand by it when others ma 

desert it—stand by it in all coming time, and wih 


regret that her sons proclaimed it to the world, in | 
this nineteenth century, in this the freest country | 


on earth, that we are to dissolve this fair fabric for 


the miserable reason that we will not extend the | 


institution which is a curse to all the States in 
which it exists! 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burt] 
said, in his emphatic language, ** there are on this 
question no traitors at the South.”’ I hope there 


| will be none at the North. The significant vote 


upon the gentleman’s own amendment, on his new 
Missouri compromise, has shown us well united— 


/a union that cannot be broken. I did not under- 


stand precisely the scope and meaning of that gen- 
tleman’s language. He complimented the patriot- 
ism of a certain few at the North. Did he mean 
to draw a geographical line, and assert, what is 
patriotism on the one side, is treason on the 
other? j 

Sir, whatever may be the action and course of 
northern Representatives here, the great mass of 
the northern people have but one single impulse 
beating in their bosoms—to stand by this Union 
through good and evil report—to rally around the 
blessed stars and stripes of our glorious Confed- 
eracy wherever they float—to peril their lives and 


| pour out their blood and treasure, if need be, in its 
defence; but to the institution of slavery they say, 


Thus far hast thou gone—no farther shali thou 


0. 

Mr. BOWDON followed in an elaborate argu- 
ment, in support of southern rights, (of which a 
report will be found in the Appendix.) 

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON then proceeded to 
address the committee. He commenced by an 
examination of the argument presented by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,] with 
regard to the question of sovereignty, and contend- 
ed that the Constitution gave full and ample right 
to inhibit the introduction of slavery into territories 
now free. He was willing to stand by the arrange- 
ment of the Constitution. But he would not con- 
sent to any extension of slavery. As to the threat 
about dissolution of the Union, he regretted to 
hear it, because there had been no adequate provo- 


cation. When these gentlemen had gone into his 


State, and enacted laws, which he thought would 
be injurious, he did not talk about disunion. He 
could see nothing in the subject to induce the con- 
templation of such a result as dissolution. Feeling 
that he spoke the sentiments of his constituency, 
he said he would never go for the acquisition of, a 
foot of territory where slavery would be planted. 
He had gone a great distance with those gentle- 
men, and now, when he said he would go no 
farther, he spoke the opinions of his constituents. 
The people of Pennsylvania had been a sort of 
cordon on the northern frontier, and if they should 
flinch and go for extending slavery farther and 


_ dan. 16, 


farther, there might be some foundation for 4; 
threats of dissolution. He did not wish to be ag 
understood. He confessed he had been stazverej 
as to the right of a State to do as she pleased afte 
she got into the Union. But they had a righ; . 
keep it as a territory forever, and it could not come 
in unless it complied with conditions which Con 
gress thought right and just. It was true, Concres 
could not put a State out, if she established s}; 
after she came in; but it would present a stranoe 
state of things if that should happen He asked 
if a fair compromise had not been made in the 
annexation of Texas? ‘Then it might have been 
very well to have made a final arrangement. By 
now the South said, that as the North had gone go 
far, she ought to go still farther. He did not way, 
a foot of territory west of the Rio Grande. He 
explained his remark to be applicable to New 
Mexico; but was favorable to the acquisition of 
California, if it could be done on fair terms; and 
if obtained, he was opposed to the introduction of 
slavery into any part of it. If they did have an 
of it, let it not be said, at this age of the aont 
that the freest government on earth was siitins 
in that Hall, consulting about the extension of ay 
institution which all called unfortunate, and which 
he was sure the South would not, acting for itsely 
extend. . 

Mr. McDANIEL then obtained the floor. A 
motion was made to adjourn, but was withdrawn 
on the statement by 
| Mr. McDANIEL that he intended to move the 
|| previous question; but before doing so, he would say 
|| that the action of Congress in this debate, quarrel. 
|| ling about what they would do if they had certain 
rights, which they have not, reminded him of an 
anecdote which he heard when a boy. A clever 
old Dutchman and his wife had spent the evening 
very pleasantly together at their fire-side, when, in 
the midst of their felicity, the good wife said: 
‘John, if we had a cow, now, you should go 
milk her to-night.”’ ** No, I wouldn’t,”’ replied her 
spouse, with an ominous shake of the head. “ In- 
deed you should, John,” was the affectionate 
rejoinder; and, finally, the husband declared that 
he would never have married her, if he had 
known her to be so obstinate; and the indignant 
wife declared that she would never have had him 
if she had thought him so refractory. (Laughter.) 
| This little story he thought an excellent illustra- 
| tion of the present position of the House on this 
debate, which was altogether out of place. In 
conclusion, Mr. McDaniext moved the previous 
question, which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be put, 
viz: Shall this bil ss? 

The vote was taken by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Stephen Adams, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashmun, Beli, Benton, James Black, Blanchard, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Buffington, Carroll, 
Catheart, Chase, @hipman, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Cran- 
|| ston, Cullom, Culver, Cunnin am, Daniel, Delano, De Mott, 
Dillingham, Douglass, Edsali, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, 
John H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, 
Giddings, Gordon, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hamlin, 
Hampton, Harper, Hastings, Henley, Elias B. Holmes, Jobn 
W. Houston, George S. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Had- 
son, Hungerford, Washington HétiteWJames B. Hunt, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kenne- 
dy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Lawrence, Leffler, Leib, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, Me@lelland, McCler- 
nand, MeDanicl, McHenry, MclIivaine, McKay, Marsh, B. 
Martin, Morris, Moseley Moulton, Norris, Partish, Perrill, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Ripley, 
Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Sawyer, Scammon, Severance, Leonard H. Sims, Truman 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stan- 
ton, Starkweather, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes Benj. Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson Tibbatts, Tilden, 
Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, 
Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodworth, 


Youn wes Yost—133, 

NAY Messrs. Bayly. Combed Bowdon, Brocken- 
brough, Burt, William W. Cam John G. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Cottrell, Crozier, Garrett Davis, Dock- 
ery, Graham, Harmanson, Hilliard, Isaac E. Holmes, Ed- 
mund W. Hubard, ‘Thomas Butler King, Leake, La Sere, 
Kane, Semen eet Piters Steet Hoon 

an, ’ ’ ’ 
Towns, Tredway, und Woodward-—2. : 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

Mr. BOYD prone to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill j 

The previous question was moved, seconded, 
and the main question ordered to be put, Will the 
House reconsider the vote? geen 

And the. question. being put, it was decided in 
the negative. 
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So the House refused to reconsider, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House several | 
communications, as follows, which were laid upon 
the table and ordered to be printed: 

[. A communication from the President of* the 
United States, transmitting, in compliance with the | 
act of March 3d, 1829, the annual report of the 


ors of the Penitentiary of the District of | : ; : 
Inspector y | praying that the amount of a draft drawn by the Shawnee 


Columbia. 


—e. 


|| quantity. 


lien of Virginia military land warrant No. 8.696, for that 
Also, the memorial of E. D. Mac Master, Presi- 
dent of the Miami University in Ohio, praying for a modifi- 
cation of the tariff of 1846, so as to adm the importation 
of books and apparatus for public literary and scientific in- 


| Stitutions free of duty, as under the tariff of 1842. 


By Mr. PILLSBURY: The memorial of 8. H. Walker, 
on the subject of arming and equipping the first rifle regi- 


} ment. 


il. A communication from the Secretary of | 


War, transmitting the names of the clerks and 
other persons employed in all branches of the War 
Department, other than officers of the army, du- 


By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of P. Choteau, jr., & Co., 


Indians on the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may be paid 
them out of the fund belonging to said tribe of Indians. 

By Mr. PENDLETON: The memorials of the Mayor, 
Council, and citizens of Fredericksburg, Virginia, praying 


| that that place may be made a port of entry, and a custom- 


ring the year 1846. | 


{if. A communication from the Secretary of | 
War, transmittiag a statement from the Bureau of 
Ordnance, showing the expenditures on account of | 
the national armories, and the number of arms | 
manufactured thereat during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1846. 

IV. A communication from the Secretary of | 
War, transmitting a report aad statement from the | 
Adjutant General of the army, in compliance with | 
a resolution of the House of the 2d instant. The | 
statement shows the amount of volunteer force | 
mustered into the service of the United States 
under the act of May 13, 1846; the number killed in 
battle; number died of wounds; the number died 
of disease and other causes; number discharged, 
&c., so far as can be ascertained from the rolls 


and returns received at the Adjutant General’s || 


office. 


States, transmitting copies of accounts of receipts | 


and disbursements for the service of the Post Office || twenty-four other inhabitants of Farmington, in the Btate of | 


! 
~ ys || Maine, for peace with Mexico, 
VI. A communication from the Postmaster Gen- | 
| 

} 


Department for the year ending-June 30, 1846. 


eral, transmitting estimates for appropriations for || 


the Post Office Department for the fiscal year com- | 
mencing July 1, 1847. 
VIL. A communication from the Secretary of the | 


of the Treasury, in answer to the resolution of the | 
House, of the measures adopted to procure and 

preserve correct information as to the amount, ex- | 
tent, and nature of the cousting and internal trade 
of the northern, northeastern, and northwestern | 
| 
| 


] 
Treasury, transmitting a report from the Register | 
{ 


frontiers. r 


The House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


° es i | 

The following petitions and memorials were | 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. STEWART: The petition of John D. D. Rosset, 
of Virginia, praying indemnification for losses by French 
spoliations prior to 1800. 

By Mr. SCAMMON: The petition of George Lord and 
thirty-one others, citizens of Kennebunk and Kennebunk- | 
point, Maine, against the repeal of the act of March 2, 1837, 
concerning pilots. 

By Mr. BELL: The petition of Ambrose 8. Bramlette, 
proving a pension for the revolutionary services of Thomas 

jott. 

By Mr. CHAPMAN, of Maryland: The memorial of Mrs. 
Mary D. Adam, in behalf of James, Robert, William, and 
Samuel Dunlap, of South Carolina, heirs of John Dunlap, | 
of the house of Dunlap & Irwin, for indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800. 

By Mr. McCLELLAND: The claim of Conrad Ten Eyck, 
for services, disbursements, &c., as marshal of the district 
of Michigan. Also, the petition of Samuel Lasley, George 
Lasley, and William Johnson, for remission of certain 
judgments and costs. 

By Mr. LEAKE: The petition of the Faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, praying that philosophical ap ratus, 
books, maps, and charts, imported by the order and for the 
use of seminaries of learning, and societies for literary and 
scientific purposes, may be exempted from duty. 

By Mr. DELANO: The remonstrance of thirty members 
of the Ohio bar, against dividing that State into two federal 
judicial districts. Also, the resolutions of the General As- 
sembly of said State, passed February 26, 1846, and the 
remonstrance of thirty-seven members of the’ present Gen- 
eral Assembly, against such division. 

By Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL: The petition of 41 ship- | 
masters, 104 ship-owners, and 66 other citizens of New Lon- 
don, Connecticut, remonstrating against the repeal of the 
laws in relation to pilots, passed in 1837. 

By Mr. NORRIS: The petition of Mr. J. M. Caswell and | 
others, representing that the present system of fishing boun- 
ties is unequal and oppressive to certain classes engaged in 
the fisheries, and praying either a change of bounty from 
the tonnage of vessels to the number of quintals of fish 
taken, or to the quantity of salt used, or to abolish the 
oye L SWIS Sundry affid pport 

_ By Mr. $ ry affidavits in su of the - 
tion of John Russell for an invalid pension. Also, a oan 
from sundry shippers, shipmasters, and seamen, for a light- 
house at ye Harbor. 

Meier CK ae petition = Jacob Harshman, of 
on ry county. pra an act to au Ze 
the issuing to him of scrip for Wetoaks acres of land in 








| ate acommunication from the Secretary of War, 





house established there. 

By Mr. BARRINGER: The petition of John Bennett, of 
Cleveland county, North Carolina, asking a pension for ser- 
vices in the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of Eve Oury, for a pen- 
sion. 

By Mr. J.G. CHAPMAN : Two memorials from the heirs 
of Fielder Dorsett, of Maryland, for indemnity for French 
spoliations. 

By Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin: The petition of citizens 
of Dodge county, Wisconsin, for a mail route from Oak 
Grove to Waupnn. 

By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON: The petition of the heirs 
and representatives of Ferdinand Hopkins, deceased, pray- 
ing for remuneration for revolutionary services, moneys 
advanced for Government, and depredations committed 
during the revolutionary war. Also, the petitionof William 
H. Mason, James MceMutlin, and others, for a mail route 
from Delta, Coahoma county, Mississippi, to Panola, in the 
same State. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of James Crutchett, pray- 
ing Congress to examine and report upon the propriety of 
lighting the Capitol with solar gas. 


By Mr. WM. W. CAMPBELL: Six several memorials 0 


> . || inhabitants of the city of New York, asking that an inquiry | 
V. A letter from the Treasurer of the United || 
' 


be made by Congress relative to the discontinuance of the | 
branch post office in said city. 
By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Isaac Rogers and 


By Mr. PERRILL: The petition from citizens of Ohio, 
praying for the reduction of the price of the public lands. 
By Mr.GORDON: The petition of Jehiel Tuttle. 





} 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 18, 1847. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced that he | 
had appointed Mr. Cass to be a regent of the | 
Smithsonian Institution, in the place of Mr. Pen- | 


NYBACKER, deceased. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- , 


| 


transmitting a list of names of the clerks and other 
ersons employed in the different branches of the 
et of War, other than officers of the army, 
during the year 1846. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives by its Clerk, informing the Senate that | 


: : : cs 
aie, Eines hed peeeee a bill enutien. Anant to | since the first September last, and, if remitted, in 


estallish a Territorial Government in Oregon.” 


Said bill having had its first and second reading, | coin, treasury notes, bank notes, or bank checks; 


| and if in whole or in part remitted in gold and sil- 


was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of | 
George W. Edgerley, praying remuneration for | econd, t 
|| in his opinion, the act o 


clothing lost by his father by the destruction of 


the United States ship Adams; which was refer- | 


red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from citizens of | 
New York, praying that a portion of public land | 


may be appropriated to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public | 
Lands. 

Also, three memorials, praying the reéstablish- 
York; which were referred to the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of | 
citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, pray- | 
ing the adoption of measures to bring the war with | 
Mexico to a speedy close; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Porsien Relations. a 
- Mr. CORWIN presented the petition of citizens | 
of Dayton, Ohio, praying a grant of land to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from Lake Michigan 
to the Pacific Ocean; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
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of a mail route from Little Rock to Jackson, Mis- 
souri; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

_ Also, a memorial of the same Legislature, pray- 
ing for an appropriation to complete the removal 
of the Red River raft; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

_ Also, a memorial of the same Legislature, pray- 
ing the payment of a company of volunteers from 
Searcy county, in that State, for loss of time and 
expenses; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, a resolution of the same Legis!ature, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Gaines- 
vilie to Charles Hatcher's office on Elevenpoint 
river; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a resolution of the same Legislature, in- 
structing the Senators and Representatives of that 
State to vote against the appropriation ef money 
or the public land for the payment of claims for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. DIX, the Vice President was 
authorized to appoint a member of the Committee 
on Commerce, in the place of Mr. Pennysacker, 
deceased. 

Mr. Breese was appointed, 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Captain 
Jesse D. Elliott; which was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 


Mr. C., from the same committee, made an ad- 
verse report upon the petition of Hans Nelson. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thoinas 
Talbot.and others; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Melntosh; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of George Roush; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 
following resolution for consideration: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to the Senate— 
_ First, whether any funds of the Government, 
| and (if any) what amount, have been remitted from 
| the Atlantic States to New Orleans, or to the dis- 
| bursing officers of the American army in Mcxico, 


what funds remitted—whether in gold and silver 


ver, what has been the expense to the Government 
of each of such remittances. 
Second, that he also report to the Senate whether, 
1846, entitled “An act to 
provide for the better regulation of the treasury, and 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and dis- 
_ bursementof the public money,” is notcalculated to 
| prevent or embarrass the Government in negotiating 
‘such a loan as will be required to carry on the ex- 


| isting war with Mexico; and whether it would 


not be to the interest of the United States to repeal 
such law, or to suspend its operation until the fur- 


| ther order of Congress. . 
ment of the branch post office in the city of New || 
i 


| The following resolution, heretofore submitted 
| by Mr. Woopsawes, was considered and agreed 
| to: 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War repért to 
the Senate what means of communication exist, 
| during the winter months, between Fort Brady, at 
| the Sault de Ste. Marie, and Fort Wilkins upon 
| Lake Superior, in the State of Michigan; and his 
| Opinion concerning the necessity and expediency 
| of opening a communication by land between said 
forts, and also (so fav as may be) between them 
and the military posts at Michilimackinae and on 
| the lower peninsula of Michigan; tegether with 


Also, the petition of citizens of Columbiana coun- |! an estimate of the expense of openin such over- 


ty, in the same State, praying a grant of land to || 


land communications. 


aid in the construction of a railroad from Cleve- || 


land, Ohio, to Wellsville, in Virginia; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Arkansas, praying for the establishment 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON. 


The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands, to create the office of 
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of Oregon, and to grant donation rights to settlers || adopted. 
therein, and for other purposes. || Mr. BAGBY said he was fully aware of the pro- 


The amendments to the bill, reported by the || priety of breaking up the relation of landlord and | 


Surveyor General of public lands in the Territory | that it was important that the principle should be | 





ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


} 
} 
j 
| 


Committee on Public Lands, having been concur- || tenant between the United States and the States. 1 


red in, and no other amendments being offered, the || But Alabama and Mississippi had no greater in- 


bili was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be || terest in the passage of this bill than the other 
engrossed for a third reading. | landholding States. He apprehended that the 
i} 
i 
} 


REPEAL OF THE PILOT LAWS. Senator from Illinois was not aware of the fact, 
The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in | ae ed ove wn — 
committee of the whole, she bill reported from the || some of them ae not a ae a a 
Committee on Commerce to repeal the act of 2d || t¢ the bill were to sass in the sl ae, hich 
March, 1837, entitled * An act concerning pilots.” || it eae was. the Sts pre ‘a aan id Sates 
Mr. DIX said that it was so near the hour for | no ke he a t a % Z eee . o en 
taking up the special order, that he would move |! Ajahama he ee a t aa a fi ; ie i. 
that the bill be passed over informally, in order to |; eahle to the ‘other tee “Gis had acthally void 
: ti ' ‘ a : i , > * 4 Se + , 
7 Fe ee eee: si a for all her lands more than the minimum price. | 
ak inc tain sreed to, and the bill was pass- || She had paid $1 26 and a fraction for every acre. 
y P ieee ate | And he would ask why she was to be kept any | 
» LS. | longer ina state of bondage to the General Gov- 
The Senate then proceeded, as in committee of | ernment? He thought that the amendment would 
the whole, to the consideration of the following 
private bills, which were reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, 
viz: 
A bill for the relief of William B. Keene; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Crocker Sampson, deceased; 
A bill for the relief of Richard S. Coxe; and 
A bill for the relief of Julius Eldred, Elisha 
Eldred; and Francis . Eldred, for expenses and 
services ib removing the copper rock from Lake 


| 
! 


receive the sanction of the other House. He hoped | 
the Senate would indulge him with the yeas and + 
nays upon his amendment. 


Mr. BREESE said he could not vote against the | 
proposition of the Senator from Alabama, because 
it would be immensely beneficial to his own State; 

| but he regretted that it had been brought in here at | 


The question was then taken on the amendment, | 
which was rejected—yeas 17, nays 26, as follows: | 


' 

Superior. YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Breese, } 

GRADUATION BILL. | ee en Cass, Chalmers, . Fairfield, Hannegan, | 

: ‘ : : | Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Rusk, Sevier, Turney, and | 
The Senate proceeded, as in committee of the || Yulee—17. , , e 


whole, to the consideration of the special order of 


the day, being the bill to reduce and graduate the | 
price of the public lands. 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Badger, Butler, Came- | 
ron, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Evans, Greene, Huntington, | 
1 | . |, Johnson of Marvland, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, | 

he question pending was upon agreeing to the | Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, and Upham—23. 
amendment of Mr. Baasy, to strike out * fifteen,”’ Mr. YULEE said 
and insert *‘ ten’? where it occurs in the second 
section of the bill; making it read, “ that all public 
lands which shall have been offered for sale ten 


i 
he desired to submit an | 
amendment, which would cover the ground con- 
templated by the Senator from Alabama. He pre- | 
ands w’ a | sumed the chief objection to that Senator’s amend- | 
i . a toe ‘ i ment consisted in the fact that the reduction of the 
. BAG 1oped the amendment would be || period to ten years would be made thereby to ex- | 


agreed to, for several reasons: Ist. He believed || tend generally over all the land of the United States, 


in market on considerations of general policy; 2d. || Senator from Alabama was to procure a rule in the | 
that the interest of the treasury would be pro- |! legislation of the country applicable to the charac- | 
moted by shortening the time; and, lastly and || ter of the region from which he comes The i | 
mainly, that under the operation of the bill with- |) barren country of the South Atlantic and Gulf sen. | 
out this amendment, a great portion of the lands || board constitutes a distinctive feature in the pul lie 
intended to be embraced by the bill, with the lands || domain. It is a description of lata familiar rite | 
in the State of Alabama, which were purchased || North Carolina, where he has seen much of it in 
from the Cherokee Indians, would be excluded || passing through, and extending through South | 
from all benefit of the bill for at least five years || Carolina, and all the other South Atlantic States 
without this AA ers fate 5 They are lands generally very sandy and barren. 
Mr. SPEIGHT said he coincided entirely with | and almost useless for agricultural purposes unless | 
the honorable Senator from Alabama in the view || made fruitful by great ‘industr ; They are bihda 
which he took of this matter. The principal part || which are mostly settled upon by the domain 
of the public lands in his own State, the Choctaw || t r 41.95. 


i aw || ple; and never will be settled at the price of 
purchase for example, would, under the operation | : e oh ae. 


|| Some which are convenient to navigation and 
of this bill, be precisely in th i i Hl tain © i i y will aad eet 
those spoken of by the Gaunt: Hie taped Gort’ ane i'be aie ince at ae ek 
those sp , . |; market, wi é usua take 5s 
if this bill was to pass, it would be in such a shape || those of them which ice Suede = - oe ot 
a those States which were the most interested || ten years, they might be assured, were not fit for 
atter w SceiV | n 
"Mr. BREESE hai but ono remark to makein || 1°55" Gees lade wee toon! tm Poin ta 
F LESE i 25. Such lands were found i i is- 
reference to this amendment, and it was, that if it \ sissippi, Louisiana, and sremar takecdiet ie 
should prevail, the bill would probably be again || amendment would apply and not to western land. 
—— in ~ a as it had been last year, || He read his amendment thus: : 
when the time for the lands to continue in market || « i “a i 
before the operation of the graduation system was || mae scan aie teak fase: pip ao 
fixed first at twenty years; the House had substitu- || which shall have been in market ten years before the pas- 
ted twelve years, but, as a compromise, fifteen was || S*%° Sfp art, ond wihieh sama enseth, Malt Se sales 


: . | to sale at the minimum price of fifty cents; and that all 
a i ga and in that form it at last |) the same land which may remain cneebl at the tahen. 
passed the Senate. He briefly stated the amount | of five years from the passage of this act, shall be subject to 


of acres of land for sale in the States of Mississippi || entry at the minimum price of twenty-five cents.” 
and Saar atiiing a a States had a great This amendment, it would be seen, was not pro 
interest In the passage of this bill, and should not, || spective: it applied to land which had been ten 


by requiring sull greater benefits, risk its passage. || : : 
g . i - || years in the market, and 
td the amendment was adopted, it might botied the y t ; agi tyre gto nm 


bill altogether. The great object of the present bill |) su Celine ee 


was to establish the principle of graduation; the || ee HUNTING TON said it ed to him th 
details could afterwards be varied if they were not 1 ; oom: am Chat 


ny = it was a sufficient objection to this amendment that 

= mena Sombie aia || it was partial legislation. The bill before them 
; s was || vi i i 

no Senator who was more friendly to the bill or 6b gga Aedhor See et eet ee 


more solicitous for it passage than himself. If he | Flortae prencael ta os aE Ghai ee 
thought, therefore, that the adoption of the amend- |) plicable to one part of the Union and not to 


ment would jeopard its passage, he would not ad- || other. If th : 
vocate it. He agreed with the Senator from Illinois || mention: Kt Mobpicdenersic = snes ae 








The yeas and nays were ordered. i} 


i 
i 
this time. | 


i} 
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bill in any form. He spoke against it and voted 
against it at the last session, and should do so a, 
this; but if they must have such a law, it ought 
to be general, and not one which carries out Special 
favors for a portion of the Union only. 

Mr. YULEE could assure the gentleman that 
he did not propose to legislate partially. He pro- 
posed to legislate in relation to land which was 


peculiar to certain States, and which, therefore 
, 


required a peculiar rule of legislation. 

r. BREESE hoped the gentleman from Flori- 
da would consent to withdraw his amendment 
He would remind that Senator that the system 
was a general one which this bill proposed to es- 
tablish, and it was useless to say that certain States 
had local peculiarities. Some States—his own for 
instance—had swamp lands, and others were over- 
flowed a part of the year. Others had mountain- 
ous and rocky land, but it was impossible to make 
a discrimination in a general system. He repeated 
that he hoped the Senator from Florida would 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN aid not think there was 
such a want of coherence as his friends from Con- 
necticut and Illinois appeared to suppose, between 
this bill and the amendment. To his mind the 
were all of a piece. He would, however, ask the 


|| gentleman from Florida to inform the Senate what 


he meant by being “rated as barren lands,” 
Where was it so rated and by whom? 

Mr. YULEE. By the United States survey- 
ors, who were required to report to the Land 
Office the growth and character of each section 
which they surveyed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he had only wanted 
to know by whom those lands had been so rated; 
and he now thought the Senator from Florida 
would make his amendment more perfect by say- 
ing that it was by the United States surveyors. 

Mr. YULEE. Certainly, sir, the alteration 


| shall be made. 


The amendment was accordingly amended by 
inserting the words ‘*by the public surveyor,” 
after the word ‘rated’’ in the second line. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had no doubt it might 
benefit those States where these lands lay to re- 
duce the price even more than some of those gen- 


; : tlemen desired, who nevertheless go for the prin- 
that ten years was long enough to keep the lands | western as well as southern. The purpose of the | : ' 


ciple of graduation. 

Mr. BADGER hoped the Senator from Florida, 
in saying that he had travelled through North 
Carolina, and had passed through extensive bar- 
ren land, did not mean to make the unkind insinu- 
ation that North Carolina was in the same situa- 
tion as Florida, and had no good Jand. [A laugh.]} 
North Carolina was a modest State, and did not 
expose her good qualities to publicity. She gen- 
erally sent her travellers through her poor lands. 


| [Continued laughter. | 


Mr. YULEE. I passed on the Columbia and 
Raleigh route, and surely saw som everilable pine 
barren. [Renewed laughter.] 

Mr. BADGER thought the gentleman must 
have passed through in the night. 

Mr. ALLEN said he should be obliged to vote 
against the amendment. The process to classify 
these lands would be a long and expensive one. 
It was evidently impossible to legislate on such a 
subject in relation to the qualities of the soil, and 
therefore he should vote against it. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said all the difficulty with 
regard to his colleague’s amendment appeared to 
him to originate in the fact that his friends the hon- 
orable Senators from Ohio and Kentucky did not 
seem to exactly understand what a Florida pine 
barren was—he supposed because all of the lands 
in their States were of good quality. Now, the 
General Land Office here would have no trouble 
in deciding as to what lands were intended to be 
included. There were, he believed, as many as 
fifty or sixty townships of land in West Florida 
alone of which the exterior or township lines had 
been surveyed, but the United States surveyors 
had re that the lands, being pine barrens, 
were not worth the cost of surveying the interior 
or section lines; and, omer “Be never 
been finished, and never would be. e United 
States would never sell one acre out of one thou- 
sand of this land for any price. Now and then 
there were patches of fifteen or twenty acres, some- 


times more, in the midst of these pine deserts of 


tolerable land, but the cost of surveying them and 
the trouble would not meet the expenses of sale. 
He (Mr. W.) had, at the instance of persons who 
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desired to get such small spots, asked the General 
Land Office, a few months ago, to ey, them 
and offer them for sale, but they stated to him the 
obstacles in the way, and he was satisfied the refu- 
sal was correct. hy do the United States desire 
to keep these lands? Put them in the position that 
his colleague’s amendment proposed, and the set- | 
tlers would in some cases, as they could afford to 
do so at the reduced price, pay for the surveys of 
small tracts themselves. Without this amendment, 
he did not conceive this law would be of any essen- | 
tial benefit to the people of his own State. Do the 
United States intend to keep these lands always? | 
There were several hundred thousand acres in West | 
Florida alone that he would not take as a gift, of | 
which, however, if this amendment passed, some | 
hundred acres, perhaps two or three thousand, in | 
small tracts, could be sold to citizens of Florida | 
who raise stock, using the surrounding barrens as || 
arange while they settled on the small spots that | 
could be cultivated. He hoped the amendment 
would be adopted. 

Mr. DAYTON said he should vote against the 
amendment of the Senator from Florida. It might || 
seem of but little importance, and yet if they would | 
view it as the introduction of a new element into | 
the land system, it would become an amendment | 
of great importance. It made something else than |! 
the length of time the lands had been in the mar- | 
ket, a test to determine its value; and he asked the 
Senator from Florida if these pine barren lands 
were to be thus considered as entitled to exemp- 
tion, on what principle he would except swamp | 
lands? They had heard of the swamp lands of | 
Florida, which were the retreat of the Seminoles; | 
and swamps were as important an element to in- || 
troduce into this bill as the poverty of the pine || 
barrens. The moment this was introduced as an || 
element into the system, where would the Senator || 
stop? Grant this exemption, and other Senators 
would require exemptions for lands in their States, 
and it would lead to endless confusion, the result 
of which there was no foreseeing. He knew not 
much of the value of pine barrens, but in his re- || 
gion of country, some of them have a price; and || 
so they have in North Carolina, so modestly re- 
ferred to by the Senator from that State, [Mr. || 
Bapvcer,] for they produce pitch, tar, and turpen- 
tine. There were manifold other reasons why this 
amendment should not be incorporated in a gen- 
eral land system, with which he would not now 
trouble the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN said if he could believe that 
this amendment could be adopted without other || 
discriminations, he would vote for it but he con- || 
curred entirely in the views of the Senator from || 
New Jersey, that a discrimination in one case | 
would lead to endless confusion. Under these im- | 
pressions, he should vote against the amendment. || 

The question was then put on the amendment, 
and it was negatived. | 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, 


| 




















and 
the question recurred on its engrossment for a| 
third reading. 

Mr. SPEIGHT, on that question, called for the || 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. H. JOHNSON moved that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postpoued till to-morrow, 
as the Senate had another subject of very great 
imporienes to engage its attention. 

r. SEVIER favored the postponement. 

Mr. BREESE also assented, in order that the 
Senate might be full. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said, if it were to be post- 
poned, he hoped it would be for several days. They 
ought to know how much public land there was in 
the market, and where it was situated—in what 
States or Territories. They ought to know what 
was the experience of the past in relation to the 
sales of public lands; they should have evidence 
that this land was unsaleable; and he wanted to 
know how much would be subject to immediate 
graduations and how much would fall into the mar- 

et under its operation at different periods. All 
this they ought to know; and he should avail him- 
self of an opportunity to-morrow to offer a resolu- 
tion calling for adequate information. He would, 
therefore, move a postponement to Monday next. 

Mr. SEVIER would like to have an earlier day 
fixed. The information which was required was 
already in their possession; it was furnished last 
year, and they had also had, subsequently, a re- 
port giving all the details. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was aware they had had 








| in order, the bill to increase the pay of the non- | home and friends, and gone to a foreign country 
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partial returns, but not such general returns as he | 
desired. 
Mr. BREESE said all the facts were on their | 
tables, furnished to them in the report of the Com- 
missioner of the Land Office. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, I want time to | 
examine them. 
Mr. BREESE. I will give the Senator all the |, 
information he desires to-morrow. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Oh, but I want to exam- 
ine it for myself. 1} 
Mr. SEVIER would propose Thursday next as 
a compromise. | 
Mr. CRITTENDEN still thought they should | 
say Monday. 
r. CALHOUN hoped the postponement would || 
not be for a long period. It was necessary, in the | 
first place, to allow sufficient time to get informa- |! 
tion; and next, it was important that they should 
have a full Senate, so that whatever vote they || 
might have should be a full expression of the Sen- || 
ate. It therefore appeared to him that the day | 
named by the Senator from Arkansas would an- | 
swer every purpose. With that impression, he 
should vote against the postponement till Monday, || 
but he should vote cheerfully for Thursday. 
Mr. SEVIER consented to name Friday. || 
The motion to postpone to Monday was agreed 
to—2] votes in the aflirmative, and 20 in the nega- 
tive. 
So the bill was postponed to Monday next. 


On the motion of Mr. DLX, the Senate went into 
executive session; and, after a short time spent 
therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 18, 1847. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER announced as the business first || 


commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, of | 
the army of the United States, and of the militia | 
and volunteers in the service of the same, and || 
allowing them bounty land in certain cases. 

Mr. LA SERE, on leave, moved the following |; 
resolution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be || 


| instructed to inquire into and report upon the ne- | 


cessity of erecting light-houses at the following | 


| points on the coasts of Mississippi and Louisiana, | 


viz: one on Merrill’s Shell Bank, south of Pass |! 
Christian and west of Cat Island; one on the main || 
land.near the town of Biloxi; one at the mouth of |; 
Bayou Grand Sable, due north of the pier or land- || 
ing for Mississippi city; one on the west end of | 
Ship Island; one on Horn Island; one at the mouth | 
of the Bon Fouca river; and one at the south Chan- || 
deleur Island. | 

Mr. SAWTELLE asked leave of the House to || 
submit a resolution fixing the hour to which the || 
House shall stand adjourned from day to day at || 
eleven o’clock, a. m., until otherwise ordered; but || 
before any question was taken on the same— 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose and said it was 
not his intention in rising to object to the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Maine, but, as this was | 
a day set apart by the rules of the House for the | 
introduction of resolutions, to move to postpone 
the special order, so that the States might be called 
on order for resolutions. 

The vote to postpone the special order was taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided in the negative. 


INCREASE OF PAY TO THE ARMY, ETC. | 
On motion of Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON, | 


1} 
ti 
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| 
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the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McCuet- 


ation of the bill to increase the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, 
and the militia and volunteers, in the service of the 
United States, and allowing them bounty land in 
certain cases. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk for in- 
formation, and then by sections for amendment. 

The first section being read— 

Mr. COCKE moved to strike out the word 
‘<two”’ and insert ** three,’’ so as to increase the 
pay three dollars per month. This amendment 
was ag to. 

The second section was then read. 








Mr. BOYD moved to amend it by striking out 
the words “ until he is honorably discharged,”’ 


and insert **who has received an honorable dis- 
charge.’’ 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to amend 
the amendment, so that it should read, * shall 


| serve out his time, and be entitled to a regular dis- 


charge.’”’ 


Mr. POLLOCK opposed this amendment in the 
most decided manner. He thought the bill was 
right as it now stood, but the amendment would 
be productive of total uncertainty. Who was to 
be the judge whether the soldier was entitled 
to his discharge or not? The proper person to 
decide that point was the officer under whoni he 
had served. If he was entitled to be discharged, 
no doubt the officer would give him his discharge. 
Certainly it never would do to send to the officer 
of the land office to settle that point. How could 
he tell whether the man was entitled to an honor- 
able discharge or not? The result, in practice, 
would be, that the meritorious man would often be 
deprived of his land bounty, while the least de- 
serving would succeed and get it. 

Mr. GORDON also contended that the bill had 
better remain as it was. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON further modified his 


| amendment, so as to read ** who should then be 


honorably discharged, or may have been sooner 


| honorably discharged.”’ 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON suggested that the 
addition of just two words would obviate all the 
difficulty. -utin “* who served” before the words 
*‘until,’’ &e. 

Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, said that the amend- 
ment presented a case that ought certainly to be 
provided for by law. The amendment would pro- 


| vide for two cases: the one when the man should 
| have served for three months, though he enlisted 
| for six, and the other where he was prevented from 


serving by having been taken sick. Surely, after 
a man had patriotically volunteered, abandoned 


to encounter danger and death, yet there, instead 
of meeting the enemy and having an opportunity 
to show his fidelity to the honor of his country 
and earning some reputation for himself, was taken 
down by the fever of the camp, or some fatal dis- 


/ ease incident to the climate, and might be dis- 


charged, honorably, on the ground of disability, 
he was as fairly entitled to the bounty in the bill 
as he who had escaped sickness, and was able to 
serve out his three months, or who fell in battle. 
This amendment embraced both cases, and Mr. E. 
considered them as in all respects equally merito- 
rious. 

Mr. GORDON said he presumed that the strong- 
est advocate of the existing war would not contend 
that it was more meritorious than the previous wars 
in which the country had been engaged; and was 
there any war in which we had been involved where 
the soldier got a land warrant for serving less than 
three months? This bill gave it to the man who 
should have served that time, and it was the short- 
est period to be found on the statute book. The 
effect of the amendment would be to give a farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres of land to a man 
who might not have actually served more than a 


_singleday. He might be discharged in consequence 


of falling below the army stature, or for some other 


| bodily defect which implied no disgrace, and he 


would in that case get an honorable discharge— 
ought he to receive one hundred and sixty acres of 
land for offering himself to serve? The law said 
that the reward was for service; and if he had not 
actually served he was not entitled to it. The 
country gave one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
not as a reward for patriotic intentions, but for 
actual service rendered, 

Mr. BOYD op the amendment as giving 
all the rewards of service to the man who might 
have been in the field but a single day. The bill 
required of him three things—first, that he should 
have volunteered to serve six months; second, that 
he should have served three months; and, third, 
that he should have obtained an honorable dis- 


charge. Could any se? be asked to go beyond 
that? He thought the bill very liberal in its pr 
visions, and that the House better stop where 
it now drew the line. } 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, was in favor of a lib- 
eral policy toward our volunteers; it would have 
the tendency more rapidly to fill up the ranks of 
ourarmy. For his part, he considered the dona- 
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tion in the bill as rather to reward the patriotic | 


intention of those men who devoted themselves to 
the cause of the country than the service actually 
rendered in the field. 
his willingness to encounter the hardships of a 
tour of military duty by actual volunteering, 
though the interference of providential causes might 
have prevented him from carrying that purpose 
into full effect, ought surely not to be excluded 
from the same mark of his country’s gratitude, as 
the man who had been more fortunate, and had 
actually rendered the meritorious service. He 
trusted such would be the feeling of the House, 
ang that the amendments would therefore be adopt- 
ed. Perhaps, as one living in the west, he might 
not consider the public land as quite so great and 
precious @ treasure as some gentlemen further east 
seemed to do, nor be quite so much disposed to 
hoard itup. Could ca bewe his will, he would put 
it out into the hands of men who would subject it 
to actual cultivation; and, in donating it to those 
who were willing to serve the country, he was 
ready to be as liberal as any other gentleman on 
the floor. He was ready to go farther than this 
bill proposed, or even than was proposed by the 
amendments. He would give to those who should 
serve to the end of the war double the amount here 
promised. The ten dollar pay was intended for 
the service actually rendered; the bounty was the 
acknowledgment of the country for the noble patri- 
otism which induced men to volunteer, and to 
march to the field at the risk of health and life. 
He hoped the amendment would be adopted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH hoped that the same al- 
lowance would be provided for those who were 
prevented from serving more than a few days, or 
who might perish by sickness, as for those who 


i half millions. 


The man who had evinced || 


| examine what they were about. 
| ling to vote the land if gentlemen would show how 


the land. That was very true: we had millions | 
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raised, the sum would not be less than ten and a | 


/ 


The effect, the necessary and certain effect of | 
this would be at once to stop all further sales of | 
the public lands, and wholly to demolish the rev- | 
enue derived from that source. Let gentlemen | 
Mr. R. was wil- | 


we were bom what we promised. 
He heard a gentleman say we could well spare 


on millions of acres of land: but if, by giving it we | 
stopped the annual receipt of from two-and-a-half 


| to three millions of dollars a year, how were we | 


ed the promise. 


to pay what we proposed? This was taking away | 
our ability to pay with the same breath that utter- 


He knew, indeed, that we could provide the 
necessary means, and he knew very well how we 
could provide them very easily: and he was ready 
to go to the extreme length that any other gentle- | 
man would go, if the House would only take the | 
necessary steps to provide the means. 
were liberal, let us be wise. 


their hand on the means to pay before they bound 


| themselves to pay. 


He should not now stop to examine how these | 
means might be provided: everybody knew how; | 


it was perfectly plain; and it was plain that it ought 
to be done. 
But, while he was up, there was another matter 


_ which, though not so directly connected with this 


bill, was connected with our ability to pay what 


| we promised. 


served the three months or were killed in battle. |! 


Without this, he should consider the bill as in a 
great measure worthless, You took a young man, 
who was in fine vigorous health, and you ordered 
him where he was cut down by a poisonous cli- 
mate, and he perished in the morning of his days: 
ought his family to be left without the same pro- 
vision as was given to hiscompanion who escaped 
the fever, but was slain by the first discharge from 


the enemy? Why, he prayed gentlemen not to | 


verpetrate such gross injustice. Let us evince a 
liberal spirit. 

Mr. CHIPMAN wished to suggest an amend- 
ment which he thought would embrace every case. 

He read his amendment, which gave the i 
one **who should have served for three months, or 
should be sooner honorably discharged for disa- 
bility received in the service.’’ 

Mr. RATHBUN said that he was unfortunate 
enough not to agree with gentlemen who were so 
forward in making these donations to our volun- 
teers, or this increase of pay. He was yet to learn 
the wisdom and sound policy of giving land to 
these men, till gentlemen could show him how we 
were to raise the money so readily promised. We 


were going to raise the pay of these troops from | 


seven to ten dollars a month. Would any one 
consider the bare promise as good, unless some 


means were provided to redeem it? To proceed | 


in this way would be only to increase the embar- 
rassments of the Government. Congress had been 
expressly told by the Secretary of the Treasury, 


that unless a tax should be laid on tea and coffee, | 
he should not be able to effect the loans necessary | 


Mr. R. had voted | 


to carry on the Government. 
that such a tax would be inexpedient. But the 
Secretary said himself that he could not borrow 


money without the tax; Congress had refused it; | 


and how were we going to pay either the ten dol- 
lars or the seven dollars? Before Mr. R. voted to 


increase the expenditures of the Government, he | 


wanted first to increase its income. - Had any of 
those gentlemen who were making speeches and 
offering amendments to earn the good opinion of 


our volunteers, sat down and calculated the ex- | 


penditure they were about to authorize? Taking 
the number of the troops but at twenty-five thou- 
sand, and their term of service ata single year, the 
simple increase of pay from seven to ten dollars 
per month, would give them nine hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The amount of public land proposed 
to be given in bounties, taking the number of men 
at thirty-one thousand, would be no less than four 
million nine hundred and sixty thousand acres, 
which, at the Government price, would amount to 
six million two hundred thousand dollars. 


and to | 


It would be recollected that Mr. R. had some 
time since offered a resolution inquiring of the 
Secretary of the Treasury whether the number of 
weighers and gaugers employed under the tariff of 
1842 were still continued in the pay of the Govern- 
ment, now that that act was repealed. In reply to 


a part of his call, (for all the other items in it had | 


been left unanswered,) he had received the admis- 
sion that these men were so retained under the new 


| tariff, (when there was not the same call for their 


services,) but the admission of the fact had been 
accompanied by a long argument to show the ne- 
cessity of retaining them all. 

Now, Mr. R. knew that they were retained 
when he offered the resolution, and he also knew 
that some—a small portion of the number—were 
stll wanted. But ken the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means [Mr. McKay] had at 


_ the last session been making his official speech ‘in 
| behalf of the new law, he had urged as one argu- 
| ment in its favor that the salaries of all these weigh- 
| ers and gaugers would be saved to the Government, 


gentleman had promised a saving of $200,000 per | 


because they would be no longer wanted, and their 
offices would be abolished. By this means that 


annum. 

The same statements had been made by the 
chairman of the Finance Committee in the Senate. 
He had told the country, that if the new tariff bill 


should become a law, a large number of clerks in | 


the service of the Treasury Department would be 
no longer wanted, and ‘‘ a whole army”’ of weigh- 
ers and gaugers would be discharged. Now he 
would ask the gentleman from North Carolina, 
{[Mr. McKay,] and he should be very glad if he 
had an opportunity of putting the same query to 
the chairman of the Finance Committee in the 


other House, on what authority he had made such 


out of a lot were usually weighed or gaug 


representations to that House and to the er 


One of these keepers of the treasury had said that he 
was *‘ authorized’’ to state; and the other had said 


he was “‘ informed”’ that such would be the result. 


tleman from North Carolina would tell the House | 


on what ground he had said this. 

Mr. R. was “informed,” and from ae au- 
thority, too, that a very large number of those per- 
sons might be dispensed with. Every one familiar 
with the manner of doing this part of the custom- 
house duty knew that only one or two hogsheads 


| 
Mr. R. should be very glad if the honorable gen- 


= _— 


Before we | 
Let gentlemen show || 
their intelligence and their integrity by first laying | 
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| of which to pay this extra allowance to our yolyy. 
teers, 

There wasalso another thing connected with this 
subject. Gentlemen here talked of being very 
liberal to our volunteers, just as if the volunteers 
expected extra allowance for their services, and 
had been impelled by merely mercenary motives 
instead of yielding to those noble sll Gimeno 
impulses which called them to the field in defencs 
of their country’s rights. To hear these genti. 
men, one would suppose that there was not 
in these men’s hearts but dollars and cents; nothins 
but a calculation how much they could, by beiys 
very patriotic, manage to put into their pockets 
So all the noble impulses of patriotism dwindled 
down, in these gentlemen’s notion of the case . 
a mere selfish mercenary matter of money. Now 
Mr. R. did not think there was a man among they, 
who had paused a moment to ask whether jt wag 
seven or ten dollars that he was to receive, He 
went because he loved Ifis counery, And was ready 
to fight her enemies. Men who looked at dollars 
and cents were not such as had left their families 
and firesides to encounter all the train of dangers 
and privations of such a journey, and to brave 
death at the end of it. He knew it was a popular 
move at all times to augment the pay of the army; 
but Mr. R. thought it better to secure what we 
did promise, and to take care that our defenders 
got good quarters, good provisions, good nursing, 
and good treatment; and then, instead of inquiring 
about pay, all they asked would be to be led against 
the enemy. Let this be done, and the House 
would not again be put to the blush by having an 
officer tell them that the volunteers had received 
nothing in six months; that they were in rags, and 
unable to pay for those little luxuries so necessary 
in ease of sickness. Let us see to this, and take 
measures which should secure to them their pay 
|| when it became due. 

If the means of payment were first secured, Mr. 
R. would go as far as any man; but he would not 
puta stop to two-and-a-half or three millions of 
revenue by making inconsiderate donations from 
the public land. These views he knew might be 
very unpopular: but he could not help that; he had 
| long entertained them, and should do his duty by 

plainly expressing them. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said the gentleman from 
New York had taken some very strange positions. 
He admitted that we ought to raise the pay of these 
a to ten dollars, if the state of the treasury 
would admit of it: and if not, why would it not? 


hing 





Was it because of the course of those who wanted 
to amend tlfis bill? No; but because the gentle- 
man from New York, and others with him, had 
voted against laying the tax asked for by the treas- 
ury on tea and coffee: it was he who had con- 
tributed to bring this inability on the treasury. 
Mr. RATHBUN admitted that he had voted 
against the tax on tea and coffee, and, so long as 
he enjoyed the honor of a seat on that floor, he 
should continue to vote against any such tax. 
When taxes should be recommended which were 
available, and would not act with inequality and 
injustice, he was willing to vote them. But this 
pressed unequally and unfairly on the State he in 
art represented here. When the chairman of the 
ommittee of Ways and Means should show some 
| feasible mode of raising more revenue, Mr. R. 
should be in favor of it; but when he proposed 
| 


| 





taxes, the great bulk of which would have to be 
paid by the laboring population of New York and 
its vicinity, and such a tax alone was proposed to 
prevent a resort to any other, he should vote as he 
had voted. 

Mr. McCLERNAND could not see how Mr. R. 
had improved the evidence of his consistency. He 
said, when the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means should recommend a feasible mode of 
raising revenue, he should vote in favor of it. 
Why, had not the President recommended a tax 
on tea and coffee? Had he not told the House 
that a considerable amount of revenue might be 
obtained from such a tax? And that it was neces- 


,and if || sary in order to the obtaining of a loan? He had. 


they corresponded with the weight or measure in || Then, if the gentleman had been very eager to pro- 
the invoice, it was deemed enough for the whole. | vide means to pay the a he doubtless would 


He was told from a quarter which could not admit 
of doubt (for his information was drawn from 
the custom-house in New York) that a great many 


| of these officers were wholly unnecessary. Good 
But if | lam 
the whole number authorized by the bill should be |! 


faith, then, required that they should be ssed, 
and thus some money at least might be saved out 


‘| have voted for it. The gentleman, then, had rather 
| aggravated his inconsistency, than improved it. 
| But the gentleman said a tax on tea and coffee 
would operate ae it would press un- 
duly on the free States. Now, if this were s0, 
could the evil be remedied by a resort to direct 
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ae representatives and direct taxes shall be ap- 

ortioned among the several States,’ &c., “accord- 
ing to their respective numbers.”” According to 
these numbers, In a federal sense, a free State, with 
a given population, would be entitled to as many 
representatives as & slave State containing a greater 

opulation by two-fifths, if the excess consisted of 
slaves, and of course the direct taxes of the former | 
would be in the same ratio greater than those of 
the latter, although the latter might be the more | 
wealthy and able to pay. At the most, the | 
itleman had only presented an issue between 


gel 
at 


came necessary to sustain our arms in the field, | 
and our priceless honor in our own and in the esti- | 
mation of the world. He believed in the doctrine 
of Jefferson, that public debts should never be 
created without providing means at the time to pay | 
them. If the States had adopted this sage advice, | 
many of them would now be relieved from the 
heavy burdens weighing them down. In former | 
times, princes could only wage war as they actu- | 
ally derived the means from their subjects. This | 
operated as a check upon many a restless and war- | 
like spirit. It kept the governments of Europe | 
out of debt. But with modern civilization, has 
come the invention of credit, as a means of minis- 
tering to the corruptions and extravagance of gov- | 
ernments, and of throwing the responsibility of | 
such evils upon posterity. By this invention, | 
governments are enabled to wage war with impu- 
nity to their constituents, throwing the debts thus 
created upon posterity. By this invention, has 
all the States of Europe become, more or less, in- | 
volved, and especially has England become sunk 
in debt beyond even the hope of recovery. Mil- 
lions upon millions of debt weigh down the strug- | 
gling energies of her wonderful people. 

Mr. McC. had voted for the tax on tea and cof- | 
fee, and was ready to vote any other that might | 
become necessary to raise the requisite amount of | 
revenue. There was not a mother or father in all | 
this land who would not cheerfully pay a little 
more for their tea and coffee, to ensure the means | 
of rewarding their sons and the brave men who | 
had gone forth in a foreign land to fight in many a | 
blondy field their country’s battles. No, there was 
not one. The women, not to speak of the men, 
had too much patriotism not to be willing to en- 
dure any sacrifice the service of the country might | 
require. Mr. McC.’s course was consistent; he had | 
voted for an increase of taxes, and he would vote for 
an increase of pay to our armies. But how was it | 
with the gentleman from New York? He had voted 
for the war; he had thrown upon the Executive 
the tremendous responsibility of conducting it, and 
in fine, had voted for more than fifty thousand men 
to wage it in the field, yet he shrank himself from 
the petty responsibility of voting a tax on tea and 
coffee, to give effect to his measures. This cer- 
tainly was a peculiar kind of patriotism. It was 
one thing to vote supplies of men, who themselves | 
incurred the privations of the camp and the dan- 
gers of the field, and quite another to vote supplies 
of money on his own political responsibility. If 
the gentleman was prepared to share responsibility, 
he certainly would be ready to vote all the supplies, 
whether of men or money, necessary for the vigor- 
ous and successful prosecution of the war. 

Mr. McC. admitted that our volunteers were ac- | 
tuated by far higher and nobler motives than a 
base regard to gain. They were impelled by a 
noble sense of patriotism, by a zeal to redress their 
country’s wrongs, and in part, too, as that spirit of 
adventure which so strongly marked the character | 
of our countrymen. But would the gentleman on | 
this account do them injustice? Would he refuse 
them adequate pay? ould he say that ten dol- 
lars a month was too much? 

Mr. McC. contended that ten dollars given to 
volunteers was not more than equal to seven dol- 
lars given to regulars. The one left his business and 
committed his capital, whatever it was, to the care 
of another; he incurred various expenses which 
the regular soldier did not; he furnished his own 
clothing, and had to pay for it three times the 
amount at which it was charged to the regulars. 
They were made the victims of the most shame- 
less extortion. Besides, the spirit and genius of 
republican institutions favored the employment of 
a volunteer force rather than a standing army. 
What, too, was the comparative value of the ser- 
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> Certainly not. The Constitution provides | vices of 


} 


| 


| 


| 


| entitled to such just remuneration. 


these men, by the side of those in some 


|| of our civil offices who were so much better paid. 
'| As to the public lands, no better disposition could 


possibly be made of them than to grant them in 
suitable quantities to our soldiers. Men who 
had risked their lives for the common defence, 
who had won vast territories by their valor, were 
This policy 
would contribute to convert extensive wastes into 


| cultivated and productive fields, and thus, while 


| eral wealth and 
ax on tea and coffee and direct taxes, {| 
Mr. McC. would vote for either or both if it be- || 





ministering to individual comfort and indepen- 
dence, would, at the same time, promote the gen- 

rosperity. ‘This would give them 
to men who had ‘rlaked their blood for the com- 
mon defence, and in their hands the land would 
be rendered productive, and increase in value, and 
thus the general good be advanced. [Mr. McC. 
here indicated his intention of offering an amend- 
ment, which he sent to the Clerk’s table, which 
gave to each volunteer a quarter section of land 
subject to entry, and made his warrant not trans- 
ferable until the patent should issue. } 

Mr. JACOB ‘THOMPSON said that he had 
now had time to put his amendment to the bill into 
a proper shape; and he sent it in its modified form 
to be read at the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. T. said, that when gentlemen came fully to 
understand each other, he did not believe that 


\| they would be found to differ much as to this bill. | 


He presumed all would be willing to give a land 
bounty to those who were discharged for inability, 
as they would to those who had served. He con- 
sidered this no more than just. 

Mr. VINTON rose that he might explain what 
he believed would be the inevitable effect of this 
bill on the credit of the country. If it should be 
lefi, however, in its shape as reported, it would 
receive his vote. He believed if the House could 
but be brought to consider seriously the 
effects of some of the amendments which had been 
proposed, he felt assured they never would consent 
to adopt them. 

We had hitherto had two principal sources to 
which to look for the annual revenue for the sup- 
port of government; one of these was the customs, 
the other the public lands. There was no branch 
of revenue so certain, so safely to be calculated on, 
as that from the sales of the public lands. Now 
this bill proposed to issue to the volunteers a bounty 
in land amounting in value to two hundred dollars 
to each man. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON reminded Mr. Vin- 
TON that he must distinguish between land subject | 
to private entry and land sold at auction. 

r. VINTON was fully aware of that distinc- | 
tion; and he would now explain to the House how 
this bill would operate in practice. 
ment issued scrip to each volunteer to the’value of | 
two hundred dollars. Supposing the war to end 
the present year, it would have issued about fifty 
thousand such pieces of scrip. We had seventeen | 
thousand manure now enlisted; and we had au- | 
thorized the enlistment of ten thousand more. This | 
made twenty-seven thousand regular troops. Then 
we had about twenty-six thousand volunteers mus- 
tered into service under the law of the last session, 
which would make in all between fifty and sixty 
thousand certificates to be issued. This would 
cover eight millions of acres of I&nd, which at one 
dollar twenty-five cents, would amount to ten mil- 
lions of dollars. The scrip was to be without re- 
striction as to its assignment, and it was to be taken 
from any land open to entry, or any which had 
been ten years in market. This scrip, then, would 
all come to the land offices to pay for land entered. 

Now, Mr. V. would go on to show the great 
difference between the provisions of this bill and 
of the bounty law of the last war. 

Under this bill, the ink of the President’s signa- 
ture would scarce be dry before hundreds and hun- 
dreds of men would start for the army to be ready 
to buy up these warrants from the soldiers. Every 
petty grocery, every sutler’s shop, all round the 
army where the soldiers were accustomed to go, 
would be filled with agents waiting eagerly to buy 
up these certificates. To say nothing of all the 
various forms of fraud which would, be practised 
on the soldiers, they would, in a fair way, buy up 


| 


all the warrants they could lay their hands on. || 


What next? These warrants for one hundred and 
sixty acres of land would sell at various prices— 
some for $100, some $50, some perhaps for $150, | 
but all at a rate far under what the holders could 
get for them at the land offices. 


| 


ne pe | 
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The warrants thus procured would immediately 
be carried off to the various land offices, and .in 
each of these offices there would be, either in the 
person of the register or receiver himself, or some 
other, a broker who dealt in these certificates. 
When a farmer entered the land office to enter 
Government land for a farm for himself or his son, 
he would at once be touched on the elbow and call- 
ed aside, and told thathe could get the same amount 
of land for a less price, and a warrant would be 
sold to him on terms agreed on between him and 
the broker, and of course the cash entry he had 
intended would not be made. Should this bill pass 
as now proposed, these warrants would so meet 
the demarid for Government land that that source 
of revenue would soon be entirely dried up. This 
must be*the certain result. All the land revenue 
would come into the offices in the shape of these 
warrants. 

Mr. BOYD here rose to say that it was his pur- 


| pose to offer an amendment to the bill which should 


impose the same restrictions in the transfer of these 
certificates as are provided in an amendment which 
he saw by the papers had been proposed at the 
other end of the Capitol. 

Mr. FICKLIN suggested to Mr. Boyp a modi- 
fication of his amendment. 

Mr. CUMMINS here also stated his purpose to 
offer an amendment to the bill, (in the form of a 
substitute,) which was read at length at the Clerk's 
able. 

Mr. VINTON resumed. As these warrants 
would be on sale below par, they would supersede 
the cash entries of the public land, and in this way 
the Government would lose for the space of three 


| or four years nearly the whole of the land revenue, 


which had usually averaged between two-and-a- 
half and three millions of dollars per annum. 
There would be the end of it; and if the war should 
continue till it had been necessary to assue one 
hundred thousand warrants instead of fifty thou- 
sand, this source of revenue would be dried up for 
six or seven years to come. 

This result had been foreseen during the last war 


| when the bounty warrants were provided, and to 
| meet it, the act provided that the warrants should 
be satisfied out of a peculiar locality, and nowhere 


| else. 


i} 


The Govern- |! 


| 


Two millions of acres were to be taken in 
Michigan, two millions more in Illinois, and the 


/ same amount in Arkansas, (these being then Ter- 


ritories only.) These warrants, therefore, could 
not touch the sales of land within any of the States, 
nor in any other Territories but these, nor in these 
Territories themselves beyond the limits designa- 
ted by law. We had it in our power to do the 
same thing now; we might lay these warrants in 
Wisconsin or in Oregon, within a specific district 
to be surveyed for that purpose. Then the issue 


| of the warrants would not interfere with the sale 


of the public lands. 


But as the bill now stoed, 
the warrants might be laid anywhere, for they 
would be received as money. 

But there was another consideration of the most 


| serious moment, and that was, the effect of this bill 


|| in its practical operation on the public credit. 


If 


| this war continued, we should have to rely on that 


| eredit to a large extent. 


A bill was coming up 


| authorizing a loan of twenty-three millions, or 


| the issue of treasury notes to that amount. 


To 


| strengthen the public credit and induce capitalists 


| to lend their money to the Government, that biil 


pledged the public lands of the Government as se- 


curity for the repayment. The proceeds of those 


| first, and then by degrees to pay off the princi 


lands were set apart to meet the interest of the loan 
1. 


| As this branch of revenue was more certain than 


any other, it-was equal to the ap 


intment of an 
annuity to the amount of two-and-a-half or three 


millions of dollars. This would be amply suffi- 


cient to sustain the public credit—to pay the inter- 
est as it should accrue and gradually to reduce the 
debt itself. The loan was to run for twenty years; 
but long before that time, the public lands would 
have paid off every dollar. But should this bill 
go into effect, he questioned if we should get the 
Joan at all without giving other security. 

Mr. V. said his chief purpose had been to call 
the House to this view of the cage. He entreated 
gentlemen well to consider the bearing of this bil! 
upon the public credit, to which resort must be had 
if the war was to go on. 

If the friends of the Administration, who had 
the reins here in their hands, were willing to pass 
this bill without amendments, Mr. V. was pre- 
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pared to vote for j 


and obviously better for the Government and for || 


the credit of the country, he believed it would be 
@ better for the soldier himself. If the amendments 
proposed should be adopted, the result would be a 


greater and more widespread scene of speculation || 
than the country had ever witnessed before. He | 


thought, however, it would be better to pass a law 
giving stock certificates, bearing an interest of six 


per cent., for the same amount as the soldier could || 
It would be just as well || 
for the soldier, for in neither case would he him- | 
self settle the land. The scrip would almost all go | 


get for his land warrant. 


to ene 
N 


sort of speculation in stock ? 


Mr. VINTON replied, it would be preyented by | 


the fact that the certificate of stock would be just 


as good as a bank bill; and who ever heard of a | 


pereon’s selling a good bank note for less than its 


amount? Mr. V. said that if the House would | 


consent to that plan, it would, in the first place, 
save the land revenue; secondly, it would save us 
a million of dollars; thirdly, it would maintain the 
public eredit. 

As to the amendment proposed by the gentleman 


from Kentucky, (Mr. Boyp,] restricting the sale of 


the serip, if it was the same as that which had 
been offered in the Senate, it made the warrants 
not assignable at all before the patent issued, nor 
for five years afterwards; and then it went on to 


transfer. On this, Mr. V. said that, in his opinion, 
the House had no power to impose such a restric- 
tion. Ithad no authority to designate what should 
be the course pursued on the transfer, or what 
should be the tenure of it. If the iand must be 
located in a Territory, then indeed Congress might 
do it; but not as to land in any of the States. 


There, the moment Government parted with the || 


title, the land must follow the State laws of trans- 
fer and descent, and the State laws of evidence 
must govern in all cases. In respect to Govern- 
ment land within any of the States, the General 
Government had parted with the right of jurisdic- 
tion to the State authority: all it retained was the 


right of soil; when this passed to the soldier, the | 


relation of the General Government to the land 
ceased—it was atan end. The State courts must 


settle all questions respecting it according to State | 


laws. If, indeed, the State Legislature chose to || in order, to the bill to authorize the issue of treas- 


acquiesce in restrictions imposed by Congress, it 


was all very well; but if they determined other- | 


wise, all legislation on the part of the House would 
be of no effect. 


Mr. BURT suggested the inquiry whether, if | 


the Government prescribed the conditions on which 
the land should be held before any patent was is- 
sued, when the patent did issue those conditions 
could not be imposed upon the patentee, he assent- 
ing? ‘To be sure, the land could not be made forever 


inalienable; but could not a just law become bind- || @ co a ‘ [ ! 
| taining a report from the Secretary of War, in reply 
| to a resolution of the Senate, exhibiting the appro- 


ing upon him ? 


‘Mr. VINTON replied that the General Gov- | 


ernment having surrendered both right of juris- 


diction and right of soil, the land became neces- | 
sarily subject to the local jurisdiction of the State, || 


aud all provisions and conditions contrary to that 
would be necessarily void. 
should declare that land should go to a man’s 
widow instead of his heirs: if the State law di- 


rected a different course of descent, the land must 
follow the State law. 


Mr. McCLERNAND asked how, under a con- | 


tract between the new States and the General 
Government, the Government could prevent the 
State from selling the land for taxes? 

Mr. VINTON said he had been just going to 
put that same question. No Government restric- 
tion would go for anything. A question would 
be raised whether the title under the scrip would 
be good: the speculators would avail themselves 
of this to depreciate the value of it in the hands of 
the poor soldier, get his scrip for a song, and then 
come here and get a remedial law, and put the 
difference in their pockets. He knew that, on the 
face of the bill, these restrictions looked as if they 
would be very beneficial to the soldier; but on 


The bounty law of 1812 had been carefully 
ee and yet the soldiers sold all their scrip. 

he transfer, to be sure, was declared to be aa 
and the speculators took the scrip under that risk, 


and hence got it for far below par—in some cases | 


r. BOYD asked what was-to prevent the same | 


Suppose Congress | 





; and while it would be certainly 1 as low as twenty dollars, then they came to Con- } 
|| gress and got all the restrictions removed, and sold 

| the land for its full value. ‘That would be just the 

| course of things again. Therefore Mr. V. was 


opposed to imposing restrictions of any sort. Let 
the soldier get for his warrant all he could. Sell 
ithe would. Restrictions all amounted to noth- 
ing, because Congress never could be got to hold 
on to them. The land brokers knew that per- 
fectly, and they got the land, in the mean while, 
for next to nothing. Thus the soldier lost, the 
Government lost, and nobody gained but the spec- 
ulator. 

For these reasons, Mr. V. was in favor of leav- 
ing the warrants without restriction, and for con- 
fining them to a specific district of land, or else for 
the issue of stock. It was true, that if these war- 
rants were to be located in a limited district, the 


|| warrants would sink in price; and if the bill was 

| left as it stood, the price would be better. But 
| then they would dry up the land revenue and pre- 
| vent our getting a loan. 


Mr. V. regarded the bill as imperfect; yet, if no 


| amendments were put upon it, it would receive his 


vote. He pone however, the whole subject would 
be thoroughly examined; and that, if possible, this 
bill would be put in such a shape that, while its 


| provisions were acceptable to the soldier, it should 
| not become the means of drying up the land rev- 
| enue of the Government, and operating injuriously 
} | on the national credit. 

designate in detail the rules of evidence, &c., in the | 


Mr. CUMMINS went at large into a speech, 


| which occupied nearly his allotted hour, in expla- 


nation of the substitute he had proposed to the 
bill, and in reply to Mr. Vinton on certain points 
of his argument, in which Mr. C. differed from 
him. 

Mr. BELL obtained the floor, and has it for to- 
morrow. 

The committee rose, and the Chairman reported 


| progress. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD gave notice, that at an 


| early day he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
| to provide for the deposite of all moneys received 


from customs and the public lands into the treas- 
ury, and for the payment of all persons engaged 
in collecting the same from the treasury, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH asked leave to offer 
an amendment which he intended to propose, when 


ury notes, a loan, and for other purposes. It was 
objected to. 
‘I'he House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 19, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the War Department, con- 


priations made for the construction and the repair 
of roads, fortifications, and harbors, and for the 
improvement of rivers; which was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

Also, a communication from the same depart- 


| ment, containing a report of the contracts made b 
| the Secretary of War during the year 1846; which 


was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from the 
citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, asking that 


|| buoys may be placed at Santa Fé river and a light 
|} at Bull’s bay, and other lights in the harbor of 
| Charleston; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Commerce. 


Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON presented a petition 


| from T. P. Gordon, asking compensation for com- 
| piling the revenue laws of the United States b 
| direction of the Secretary of the Treasury; whi 

| was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. JARNAGIN presented a petition from Su- 


| san Coody, and other Cherokee Indians, asking to 
| be indemnified for property destroyed by the Gni- 
_ ted States troops; which was referred to the Com- 


| mitte Indian Affairs. 
that subject history was the best test of truth. || mittee on Indian Affairs 


Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from citi- 


, zeus of New Jersey, asking that measures may be 
_ adopted to obtain a speedy peace with Mexico; 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial from 


| completing t 
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the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, on 
the subject of post roads; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
Mr. CASS presented additional documents in 
relation to the claim of Israel Canfield; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
Mr. DIX presented a memorial from Edward 
Martin and others, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to the 


| select committee on that subject. 


Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial from the 
Society of Friends, of Indiana, asking that meas. 
ures may be adopted for a speedy peace with Mex. 
ico. 

On motion of Mr. CORWIN, the memorial was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations; and a motion to print the memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Ohio, asking for a grant of land to the Zanes- 
ville and anager Turnpike Company, to aid in 

at road; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill making further appro- 
priations to bring the existing war with Mexico to 
a close; which was read a first time. 

The bill makes an appropriation of three millions 
of dollars, for the purpose of discharging any ex- 
traordinary expenses which may be incurred in 
bringing the war to a conclusion; to be applied 
under the direction of the President, who shall 
cause an account of the expenditure thereof to be 
laid before Congress. 

Mr. 8. gave notice that he should call up the 
bill for consideration at an early day. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill in addition to the 
several resolves, ordinances, and acts of Congress, 
ve for, or relative to, the grant of bounty 
ands to the officers and soldiers of the Revolution 
upon the continental establishment; which was 
read a first time. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Peter Engles, 
senior; which was read a first time. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the bill to grant to the State of 
Louisiana certain lands for internal improvement, 
without amendment, with a recommendation that 
it do pass. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill to authorize the settlement 
of the accounts of Joseph Nourse, deceased; which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Joseph F. Caldwell; which was read a 
first time. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a joint resolution autho- 
rizing the purchase of additional land for the use 
of the United States armory at Harper’s Ferry; 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, made an unfavorable report on the claim 
of William M. Blackford, late chargé to New Gren- 
ada. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Ross Winans. 

Mr. RUSK, on leave, introdced a bill to estab- 
lish additional post routes in Texas; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Vice Presi- 
DENT was instructed to communicate to the Gov- 
ernor of Virginia the death of Mr. Pewnysacker. 


MILITARY BILL AND BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was recommitted the bill from the 
House to raise for a limited period an additional 
military force, with instructions to bring in an 
amendment granting one hundred and sixty acres 
of land to the officers of the volunteer corps, and 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 
vates, serving or to serve in the army employed in 
Mexico, reported the following amendment: 

i ¥ who P 
wala ah ceo w ree ie iaeive months or during 
the war with: Mexico, and who shall actually serve for the 
term of one year, if the war shall so long, unless killed or 
dying in service, or discharged for disability incurred in the 
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service, there shall be granted one quarter section of land, 
to be located on any pubiic lands liable to entry at private 
wPaia: —. And be it further enacted, That all sales, gifts 
devises, agreements, bonds, or powers to sel] any of said 
janis, and all liens or transfers of the same, whether private 
or judicial, made atany time before the issuing of the patents 
for said laud, shall be deemed a fraud upon this act, and 
shall be null and void; and no patents shall issue until 
seven years after the said land shall have been located, and 
every patent shall be issued in the name of the man who 
earned the land, whether dead or alive, and with a clause 
in addition to bis heirs at law and widow, if he is dead; 
and the grantee, or his heirs at law, or his widow, or any 
one of his heirs at law, may, at any tine, and without let or 
hinderance froin any statute of limitation, recover possession 
of the same from any pretended purchaser or holder, under 
any species of title, private or judicial, founded on any 
transaction before the issuing of the patent, and shall recover 
damages for rents and mesne profits for the whole time that 
the said holder may have been in possession, or others 
should have been in possession under whoin he bolds; the 
said damages and mesue profits to inure to the benefit of the 
heir or heirs, or widow, who shall be at the trouble and ex- 
pense of ejecting the possessor; but the land so recovered 
shall belong to all the heirs, and the widow, if there is one, 
whether they joined in the suit or not. Aad in any trial 
under this act, the sole question to be entertained by the 
court shall be one of identity of the grantee or of heirship 
or widowhood, under the laws of the State where said land 
lies; and no evidence of any purchase, or pretended pur- 
chase, whether by agreement or under judginent or execu- 
tion sales made before the issuing of the patents, shail be 
suffered to be produced in court. 








“Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That upon the death | 


of any person entitled to land under this act, before the issu 
ing of the patent, all the rights under this act shall descend 
to his widow and heirs at law, if he leaves a widow, and to 
ais heirs at law if he leaves none, to be held and divided 
among them according to the laws of the State in which the 
said land lies.” 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. BENTON observed that the points to which 
the committee had directed their attention were— 
first, the degree or length of service which should 
entitle these non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, for whose benefit these grants were 
intended, to participate in the bounty; and, in 
reference to this, it had been agreed that the 
amendment should be so worded as to include 
those who should serve for twelve months under 
an engagement to serve that long, as well as those 
who served under an engagement to serve during 
the war. Upon the next point—and it was one 
upon which a diversity of opinion prevailed in the 
committee—it had been determined to obviate all 
difficulty by making the inalienability of the land 
extend to a period of seven years, prior to the ter- 
mination of which period no patent should be 
issued; and that it = 
name of the person entitled to the grant, without 
regard to the fact whether he were living or other- 
wise, in order to make sure that the land should 
go to those of his widow or next of kin, for 
whose benefit, in the case of his decease, it was 
intended. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON desired to hear the amend- 
ment read again. 

It was accordingly again read. 


Mr. BENTON said the committee, having been 
more occupied with the substance than with the 
form, had, he perceived, omitted to give to the 
clauses of the amendment the form of sections. 
He desired that the Seeretary would take the trou- 
ble to arrange the sections. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that the attention 
of the Senate seemed now to be directed to the 
propriety of imposing restrictions upon the aliena- 
tion of these grants, as proposed by the report of 
the committee. He was disposed to think that 
the report — a more efficient mode of re- 
straining alienations than that-which was provided 
for in the original proposition upon the subject, 
But he did not understand, from the observations 
of the chairman of the Military Committee, that that 
portion of the instructions to the committee which 
required a provision to be inserted for granting the 
bounty to the commissioned officers of the volun- 
teer corps had been complied with. His own 
opinion was, that those officers were eminently 
entitled to the bounty which was contemplated to 
be given to those who were serving in a mili- 
tary capacity in Mexico. The distinction between 
officers of the regular army and the officers of vol- 
unteer corps was too obvious to require remark, 
If it were said that the pay of the officers of the 
volunteer corps was sofittient without any further 
induedhnineety: tab thought it might be very safely 
answered that the expenses of those gentlemen 


exceeded their receipts; and he could see no reason 
why they should be placed in a situation where 
they would be compelled to expend more. than 


10uld then be issued in the | 
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their pay, and, at the same time, be deprived of | 
this bounty. Many of them, he was informed, || 
had incurred considerable expense in raising their | 
companies, 

Mr. B. moved to amend the amendment reported || 
by the committee, by inserting the words “ offi- | 
cers of the volunteer corps.” 

Mr. BENTON. Then I shall move to amend 
it by adding the officers of the regular army. i} 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is al- || 
ready an amendment to an amendment. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, sir; it can come in af- || 
terwards. I, for one, thought that the sense of | 
the Senate had been already very clearly indicated, || 
not by a formal vote, but by its acts, not to grant | 
lands to the officers of the army. Such a propo- 
sition was included in the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, but it was after- 
wards struck out, and the committee considered 
themselves limited to grants to the non-commis- || 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates. | 

| 
| 


i 


Mr. BERRIEN. Do | understand the honor- || 
able Senator that there was nothing contained in || 
the instructions to the committee directing the |) 
officers of volunteer corps to be included? The 
instructions were so amended, I recollect, upon | 
my own motion. 

Mr. BEN'TON replied that the committee acted || 
upon the instructions as they remembered them; || 
| 
| 


they had the subject in their minds. 

‘The reading of the instructions was called for, | 
and they were read by the Secretary. 

Mr. BENTON. Yes, it is there; it is all there, | 
sir. The committee, as | said before, never open- || 
ed the instructions, and if they had been opened, || 
and read by the committee, 1 should still have | 
been against such a provision; and if it should be || 
now inserted upon the motion of the Senator, | | 
shall immediately move to insert also the officers | 
of the regular army, because | can never consent | 
that one class of otticers shall be included and not 
the other. In the last war bounty lands were || 
granted to privates, but not to the oilicers. If we | 
put in the volunteer officers, we ought to include 
all the others. The services rendered are the 
same; and, if killed, the sacrifice is the same. 
There ought to be no distinction. But 1 am op- 
posed to extending the grant to commissioned 
Officers, first, because it has never been done in 
our service; and, in the next place, because there || 
is no earthly occasion for it. If the Senator from 
Georgia had filled the post of chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and seen the mul- | 
titude of applications which were made for com- 
missions in the service, he would have been satis- | 
fied that there was no necessity for increasing the | 
inducements. If the Senator could have but a | 
glimpse of the multitude of applications for com- 
missions, he would see that there was not the 
— necessity for additional inducements. 

r. BERRIEN. [If 1 had the honer, which I 
scarcely ever expect to attain, of standing in the 
high position of chairman of the Military Com- 
mittee-——— 

Mr. BENTON. You would find it more of a 
trouble than an honor, sir. 

Mr. BERRIEN. If [had the honor of standing 
in that relation to any other committee, however | 
much I might be embarrassed by the multitude of | 
duties pressing upon me, if a bill was recommitted | 
to that committee with precise and positive instruc- 
tions, I should think it my duty to pay some obe- 
dience to such instructions, whatever might be my 
individual opinions. Now, the bill in this case 
was recommitted with instructions to the commit- 
tee to report an amendment, providing, among 
others, for grants of land to oflicers of volunteer 


| minds. 


E. 205 


regular officer had selected his ofupation for life. 
He is not called on to sacrifice his interests when 
war takes place. He is still pursuing his stated 
occupation, although in a different field; while the 





| volunteer officer, when called into the field, is eom- 


pelled to abandon his ordinary calling, and make 
sacrifices in common with the private soldiers, and 


| is subjected in many cases to incur large expenses 


in raising their companies before entering upon 
service. 
Mr. BENTON said it was true that this matter 


| formed a part of the instructions which were sent 


to the committee; but it must be remembered that 


| there were seven or eight different amendments 
| referred to that committee, from which, in the 
| exercise of their judgment, they were to form an 
) amendment to the bill, It was necessary that they 


should examine all those amendments, and from 


| them form sucha provision as seemed to them best 


calculated to produce the result which was desired; 


| and the exact truth was, that the committee, acting 
\| upon their knowledge of those various propositions 
| to amend, had overlooked this particular, because 


it happened to make but slight impression on their 
No one seemed to have thought of it; at 
least he had not. The gentleman had, however, 


| named the proper remedy, which was a motion to 


recommit the instructions. He apprehended that 


| there was but one single reason for the distinction 
| the instructions themselves were never opened, as | 


which the Senator desired to make between the 


|| officers of the regular army and of the volunteer 
| corps, and it was, that the volunteer officers could 
| vote at the elections, while the officers of the regu- 
| lar army could not. 


Under the operation of this 
policy, the officer who had been but seven years 
at the Military Academy was to be treated as less 
meritorious than the volunteer officer of a year’s 
standing. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he understood the honor- 
able chairman of the Military Committee to put 
himself upon this ground, that the members of the 
committee retained in their minds the instructions 


| given bY the Senate upon this question, and there- 


fore did not open them; and not having read the 
instructions of the Senate to discover what they 
were required to do, he therefore opposed a motion 
which sought to enforee those instructions which 
the committee had overlooked. If this were a rule 
of action for the Senate, if this were a course of 
argument which could avail, yet the Senator from 
Missouri had already offered very clear evidence 
that it was an insufhicient ground upon which to 
act; for, until the instructions were referred to and 
read, the matter had escaped his recollection alto- 
gether that any such instruction had been given. 
The Senator also afforded additional evidence, in 
the observations which he had made, that the rec- 
ollection of the committee was an insufficient ground 
of reliance, when he attributed to him the paternity 
| of this particular proposition. It was originally 
| contained in the resolution to amend, which was 
| offered by the Senator from Pennsylvania, which 

amendment was modified by the Senator himself, 

by striking out the provision relating to officers, 

but it was contained in the amendment of the Sen- 

ator from North Carolina, and distinetly presented 

to the Senate, before he himself had the honor of 
| submitting any motion upon the subject. He had 
afterwards moved to amend the instructions, by 
| inserting this provision, because it accorded with 
his own views. 

He had supposed that there was an essential dif- 
ference between calling a man to pursue his proper 
occupation, only changing the field of his opera- 

tions, and taking an individual from the walks of 
civil life, and breaking up all his accustomed habits 
|and pursuits. The law specifies the rewards of 


| 


'| the regular officer, and he was willing to increase 








corps. I apprehend that this is a question on 
which the sense of the Senate has been taken, so 
as to be binding upon the committee; and perhaps 
the more regular course would have been, insteag 
of making the motion which I have made, to move 
arecommitment of the bill with the original in- 
structions. But it appeared to me to be the more 
expeditious mode to move at once en amendment 
calculated to carry into effect the already expressed 
views of the Senate in giving those instructions. 
Sir, we are not now discussing, nor is it in order 
for me perhaps to do so, the claim of the officers of 
the regular army, to be placed upon the same foot- 
ing with those of the volunteer corps in relation to 
this bounty. But I may be 
there is a manifest difference 


The 


ween them. 





mitted to say that | 


those rewards ina proper way. Although this pro- 
position was not his offspring, he was in favor of 
giving the land to the volunteer officers. 

Mr. BENTON replied that the Senator from 
Georgia thought that the committee had been neg- 
hgent in not obeying the instructions of the Senate, 
and regarded this as an act of disobedience, which 
required a light and delicate punishment, a small 
affair of switching; and he had directed his attack 
against him, (Mr. B.,) as chairman, who was like- 
| ly to get more kicks than coppers. They were 
to be forced, like unwilling servants, to do their 
work. The Senator from rgia had discovered 
the paternity of the amendment, and says the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina is the father of the brat. 
If so, he had behaved in a very unnatural manner, 
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for he had taken™@ho more notice of his child than | homes and their business to give their time to the 


THE CONGR 


if itwas a bastard. He had neglected, deserted it; || public service. They did not mean to become 


and then the Senator from Georgia had taken up 
the castaway, and pressed it to his bosom and 
nourished it, . 

Mr. L. had hoped that the delay of this bill was 
over. He had brought in the amendment, be- 
lieving that it embraced those points which the 
Senate had decided on. The bounty was well se- 
cured; the views of the Senate, as far as he could 
see, were fairly carried out, and he was in hopes 
there would be no more delay. Now the whole 
case was again thrown open. If the Senator from 
Georgia gets the volunteer officers included, he 
would urge the claim of the regular officers; and 
however moderately the war with Mexico might 
go on, he would go in for a long and moderate 
debate. 


i 


professional soldiers. In many sections of the 
country companies have been raised by active, 
spirited young men, whose influence had filled up 
the ranks; and it was evident, in several material 
respects, that the volunteer officers stood on a dif- 
ferent footing thay the officers of the regular army. 


| As had already been said by the Senator from 
| Kentucky, thé officers of the regular army were 


honored with brevets; they receive eminence in the 
military service—which were not extended to the 


voluntger officers; and hence it was not necessary to | 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


give them this land bounty. The volunteer officer, 
|| of returning to his home at the end of the war, 


ceased to be an officer; they had not before them a 


long perspective of honorary advancement, which 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said that the amendment, || 
as reported by the committee, did not altogether || 
xecord with his views, nor did he believe it was | 
the best that might be adopted on this subject. | 


‘There was a very great diversity of opinion in the 
committee, as well as in the Senate itself. The 


exception now taken was, that the committee had || : 3 v , z 
sell it. His place of location depended not on him- 
| self, but on the commander-in-chief of the army; || 


negiected the instructions which were given to 
them, by omitting to include in the list of those to 


whom bounty lands should be given the officers of || 


volunteer companies. For himself, he could only 
say that other questions were of so much more 
interest and importance that he did not really 
know that they had received such instructions. 


| corps was very different. 


| belonged to the Government officers who devote 


their lives to the public service. Give this land 
bounty to officers of the regular army, and it would 
not be suitable to their circumstances on the terms 


now proposed, For they would give to each of these || 


officers a quarter section of land, which for seven 


IONAL GLOBE. 





| 
| 
' 


| 
} 





| overlooked. 
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|| whose benefit it was intended. But he rose to say 


that, in his humble opinion, it was due to the 
mover of this proposition—it was due to the ay. 
thority of the Senate itself, that the amendment 
should be put in, so that the bill should stand pre. 
cisely where it would have stood if the seteabers 
of the committee had recollected that there had 
been such instructions. He was disposed to throw 


| no censure upon the committee; there were a great 


many amendments moved, and it was not extraor- 
dinary that this particular matter should have been 

But, most undoubtedly, if the com. 
mittee had known there were such instructions 
and omitted to put them in, it would be an act of 
the deepest disrespect to the Senate. Under this 
impression, though opposed to the proposition, he, 


| for one, should give his decided vote to put the 


ears he could not obtain any advantage from. | 
le could not remove to settle on it, nor could he | 


and therefore to him the grant would be useless. | 


But the condition of the officer of the volunteer 
He could settle where 


| he pleased at the close of the war, and, therefore, 


This he frankly acknowledged, and he confessed || 


that he was himself satisfied on this point that it 


was not necessary that we should stimulate our | 
countrymen by bounties to the extent that this | 


proposition would go. 


Officers were rewarded by | 


honors, by brevets; they stood in a position to | 
acquire and receive honors, and did not dook for | 


anything beyond. He did not think, therefore, it 
was necessary they should be included. In regard 
to the restraints upon alienation, there was a diver- 
sity of opinion; he himself preferred the granting 
of serip in place of granting the land itself. So 
far as these restraints upon alienation were con- 
cerned, they diminished the value of the gift, and 
it was his preference to give something more easily 
convertible into money. . 

Mr. BADGER said it seemed proper that he 
should give some explanation—being a member of 
the Military Committee—of the fact that the amend- 
ment reported to the Senate did not correspond 
with the instructions given to the committee. He 
was not in the situation of the chairman of the 
committee, of not knowing that such instructions 
had been given. He was aware of the fact, 
although he did not look at the instructions after 
the subject was referred to the committee, because 
he thought he understood precisely the duties which 
had been assigned to them. 
from one of the meetings of the committee, but 
knowing that instructions had been given, and the 
details being left to the chairman of the committee, 
he supposed they would be made to conform to the 
instructions. The great question before the com- 
mittee was, in the first place, whether these dona- 
tions of land should be rendered inalienable at all; 
if inalienable, in what mode, and for what length 
of time. He was now, as when he intimated his 


opinion on the subject the other day, very clearly | 


He was absent, too, | 


| fallen into an error. 


he could make the grant administer to the necessi- 
ties of himself and his family. 
Mr. BENTON intimated that the gentleman had 


to work on the land as soon as he pleased. 

Mr. BADGER said the Senator had misunder- 
stood him. He did not mean to say that the reg- 
ular officer had no legal power to go; but that, being 


| an officer, his location was dependent on the War 


i 
} 


Department. 
Mr. BENTON was understood to say, that 


The regular officer could go | 


many of the officers had children, and some of | 
them grandchildren, by whom the land could be | 
occupied and cultivated. But how, he asked, were | 


they employed? A bill came from the House of | 
What sort of a bill was it? It) 


Representatives. 
was a bill to increase the regular army—to add to 


the regular military establishment of the United 


States. In all its features and all its terms it was 
a regular army bill. But they had thrown down 
that bill, and gone to work on volunteers. ‘The 


|| gentlemen opposite os that this bill for the 


| regular army shoule 


leave out the officers of the 


|| regular army, for which branch of the service it 
|| was designed to provide, and put into it the volun- 
|| teer officers, who had nothing to do with it. In 
|| the estimation of Senators, it appeared that twelve 


of opimion that every restraint on the power of | 


alienation, over the land which was given to the || 


soldier was an injury, and not a benefit. It clearly | 


lessened its value, if he were unable to dispose of 
it. He had always been of opinion, that so far 
from this inalienability preventing the interest of 
the soldier from suffering from the operations of 
these speculators, it would only have the effect of 
making him the victim to larger exactions, to an- 


swer the cupidity and to guard against the risks || 


| had acted like men of business. They had enter- 


+ ‘ . . a oa | 
jority of the committee, being of the opinion that || 


ineurred by those who purchased. But the ma- 





some restraints upon the power of alienation were | 


necessary, they all agreed that the form proposed 
by this Lill was better than any other. 


He was in |) 
favor of conferring this bounty upon the officers of || 


| 





the volunteer corps, and he would vote, therefore, || 


for the amendment of the Senator from Georgia; 


||} months’ service was more meritorious than the 


service of a long life. Now, he was in favor of 
giving this land to the private soldier, on the prin- 
ciple of making a present to a man who would go 
upon it and cultivate the ground. He did it on 
the principle of making a distribution of the soil 


ameng the laboring population; and he here de- | 


clared that he was ready to vote a tract of land to 
every laboring man; but he was not willing to vote 
land to those that would not work it. 

Mr. BERRIEN briefly explained his object to 
be, to make the report conform to the instructions 
of the Senate, and not to occasion any delay. He 
then asked for the yeas and nays on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMERON said the substantial matter 


which he desired was to give a quarter-section of || 
land to the non-commissioned officers, musicians, t 
and privates; but he should nevertheless vote for | 


the motion of the gentleman from Georgia. 


Mr. BENTON denied that the committee was | 
obnoxious to any censure atall. The committee | 


tgined and decided upon the precise points which 
had engaged the attention of the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked for the reading of the 
instructions to the committee. 

They were again read. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was not in favor of the 


/amendment now proposed, and he doubted oP 
f 


and he would also vote for including the officers of | much whether he should be able to bring himse 


the reguler army, if it were thought necessary that || to vote for any such provision for 


nting bounty 


they should be addedg though he did not himself || lands. They had had a good deal of experience 


think that there was the same necessity for making 
such provision for them. 


on this subject, and the result of that experience 
was, that it was the very worst mode, both for the 


The volunteer officers were called from their i treasury and for the soldiers and volunteers for 





| 


amendment where it would have been if the com- 


mittee had remembered the instructions. 


Mr. BENTON expressed some astonishment at 


| the course the Senator from South Carolina had 


intimated he should pursue, but his remarks were 


| inaudible in the gallery. He was understood to 


| of t 





} 





| 


| this bill was now. 


_ disobedience, of revolt, of disres 
| this way that the Senate is to chide the commiitee, 


say that, if the motion of the Senator from Geor- 
gia a that provision would become a part 

1e bill by act of the Senate, and could not 
be again dissented from. The proper mode, he 
thought, would be to send it back to the commit- 
tee, and he now made that motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was not in the habit 
of doing anything without due reflection. He 
might have been mistaken as to the stage in which 
t But he had spoken under the 
impression that it was before the Senate as in com- 
mittee of the whole; if so, an amendment could 
be inserted, and the Senate would have an o por- 
tunity to strike out that amendment; or, at least, 
to record its vote upon it when the bill was taken 
out of committee. It was a point, however, which 
he never could yield, that the bill should be made 


to conform to the instructions given to the com- 
|| mittee. 


Mr. BENTON. The Senator from South Car- 
olina makes it a question of revolt—a question of 
revolt, sir; of disobedience to the Senate; of rebel- 
lion, for which the committee is to be reprimanded 
by the Senate. Are we children building cob- 
houses? Is this Senate, by a grave vote, to put in 
an amendment, and immediately to knock it out? 
And that for the purpose of showing the commit- 
tee that the Senate will make them obey? For that 
is the ground upon which the Senator puts it—of 
et; and it is in 


like children putting chips upon one another’s 
head and knocking them off. It was a very puerile 
mode of proceeding. The appropriate motion is, 
to reinstruct the committee. I move to recom- 
mit the instructions; and, in the meantime, sir, I 
say again that the committee acted like men of 
business. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I am not apt to be excited 
or to be puerile. There is no puerility about it; 
there is no accusation of revolt. The majority of 
the committee themselves sustained him in the 
view he took. -But it was the Senator from 


Missouri himself who set up the authority of the 


committee, and justified his disobedience to the 
instructions of the Senate. The Senator himself 
seemed to take the responsibility. I only said 
that if the disobedience was intentional, it was a 
disrespect to the Senate. I only claim now that 
we should do what would have been done if the 
committee had not made an oversight. This is due 
to the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON denied that there was any revolt 
on the part of the committee, and maintained that 
the Senator from South Carolina was not justified 
in charging the committee with an act of disrespect 
towards the Senate. He took the whole upon 
himself; and he was astonished to find, having for 


| seven-and-twenty years discharged the duties ap- 


pertaining to him as a public man with diligence, 
that he was now, for the first time, arraigned be- 
fore the world for neglecting the business of the 
Senate; and it was ee to a question by yeas 
and nays whether he should be chastised. He 
had moved to recommit the instructions, and upon 
that motion he asked the yeas and nays. He also 
asked the yeas and nays upon the gentleman’s 
proposition; and if it were carried, and the amend- 
ment put in, he would ask the yeas and nays on 
striking it out. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that, as the Senator had 
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pimself agreed to do the thing which he deemed | 
werile, he (Mr. C.) should vote for his proposi- | 
tion when in order, — 

Mr. MANGUM said he regretted to see any 
sensibility upon this subject on the part of any 
Senators. He could see no occasion for it. He 
could not see that any imputation was designed to 
be cast upon the chairman of the committee, or | 
upon the committee itself. ‘The matter had merely 
escaped their recollection. He supposed, if their 
attention had been drawn to it, they would have 
felt themselves bound to conform to the instruc- 
tions. Every Senator knew how the business had 
been pressed to get this question disposed of—to 
cet a final vote upon it. He would vote against 
the recommitment, and, as at present advised, he 
should vote against the proposition out and out. 

Mr. BUTLER said he was not very familiar 
with the parliamentary practice. He merely rose 
to inquire if it were necessary, in order to intro- 
duce the amendment proposed by the Senator trom | 
Georgia, that the bill should be recommitted? He | 
thought the subject had undergone as full discus- 
sion as if the bill had contained the provision in 
the first instance. He thought that this amend- 
ment ought to have stood entirely upon its own 
merits, and that the passage of the army bill ought 
not to be delayed by attaching to it this subject. 
As his views differed from those of the Senator 
from Georgia on this subject, he would give his | 
reasons for the course he took. The great object | 
of giving bounty lands to the soldiers was to en- 
courage enlistments. He was willing that it should | 
be given to them, provided it was sufficiently | 
guarded; but he was unwilling to offer to major | 
venerals, brigadier generals, and commanders of | 
the army, the same sort of bounty which was | 
given to the common soldier. They would not | 
thank them for any such bounty. He would vote 
against the motion to recommit the bill, or to in- | 
sert the amendment. 

Mr. BENTON said he should vote against it | 
also; but he made the motion, for he felt bound to | 
make it after what had taken place in the Senate, 
He hoped he should have an opportunity of show- | 
ing himself both industrious and subordinate. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, if the Senator did not 
support his own motion, he (Mr. C.) certainly 
should not do it. 

Mr. BENTON., I shall vote againstit, sir. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he intended to vote | 
against the motion to recommit the bill, whatever 
the instructions, but for reasons somewhat differ- 
ent from those advanced by some other Senators. 
When the motion to recommit was made the other 
day, he opposed it, because, as he then stated, he 
believed it would occasion delay, and unnecessary 
delay. He then said, if the Military Committee 
did not make a report in regard to these bounty 
lands which conformed to the opinions of a ma- 

jority of the Senate on this subject, that Senators 
would offer substitutes for the amendments of | 
the committee. Now, for his part, he did not care 
what the committee reported; if it did not suit his 
views, he would seek to modify it till it did suit, if 
he could do so under the rules, and he saw no dif- 
ficulty in that regard. It was not proper, on this 
discussion of this motion to recommit, to give the 
reasons that influenced him as to his support or 
opposition of the various propositions before the 
Senate; but he might say that he was in favor of 
giving the volunteers, and regular soldiers, and the 
company officers of volunteers, and none others, 
one hundred and sixty acres of land; and he was 
in favor of protecting them from speculators; and 
he was in favor of the provision on this subject 
reported by the committee, as well because he 
thought it just to protect the volunteers and sol- 


| 
| 





diers, as because another effect would be, that the | 
lands in the new States would be settled up sooner; 
the bill, would forthwith go on and consider the 
bill and amendments proposed, and adopt such 
provisions as a majority of the Senate deemed wise 
and proper. He wished it to be known that the 
friends of the bounty land proposition had from 
the aoe first oopennt: all delay; that they had ad- 
vocated and urged the speedy passage of the ten 
regiments bill. ‘They had not retarded it an hour. 
His friend, the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Cameron,] and those who agreed with him, had 
all resisted everything tending to hamper or em- 
barrass the of the bill one moment. 


and he hoped the Senate would refuse to recommit 
It was all-important that this ten regiments bill ! 
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|| Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Cilley, John M. Clayton, | 


|| gentlemen in the Senate would recollect how high 


|| to—but his impression was that it was izore than 


| should pass to-day, and the troops be raised and 
sent to Mexico. It was important this bounty | 
_land provision should be in this very bill, in order | 
to induce soldiers to enlist and volunteers to enrol. 
They will not, especially after the opposition indi- | 
cated in Congress to this bounty land provision, 
rely on the liberality of Congress to pass such pro- | 


vision in a separate law. \t should be in this bill. 
} 


Insert it, and pass the bill immediately, and you 
| will have your army full in thirty days. 

He was in favor of the Senate acting now; it had | 
the bill and all the offered amendments before it; | 
it could adopt what it considered best, and reject | 
those a majority thought impolitic. He trusted 
the bill would be settled and passed to-day, and sent 
to the House of Representatives. 

After a few soem between Mr. Baneer and 

|Mr. Benton, the motion to recommit was nega- 
| tived unanimously. 

YEAS—None. 

NAYS—Messers. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Badger, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler, 


| 


| Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Day- 
ton, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of 
Maryland, Lewis, Mangum, Miiler, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, 
Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, 
| Webster, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—50. 
The question then recurred on the motion of the 
Senator from Georgia to insert the words, ‘* com- 
_ missioned officers of volunteer companies.” 
Mr. WEBSTER said, on this question of giving 
land bounties to the officers, whether of the regular 
army or volunteers, he entirely concurred with the 
Senator from South Carolina. 
distinction made by that Senator was well founded. 
The object was to obtain the service of the private 
| soldier in the ranks of the army and in the volun- 

teercorps. Ithad been found in our service here- 
| tofore, and it was found here now, and was likely 
| to be found hereafter, as in other countries, that 
| something in the way of bounty to induce the in- 
| listment of private soldiers for any considerable 
| period of service was essentially necessary. Some 


| 
} 





/not only a land bounty but a money bounty was 
| proposed to be carried towards the close of the last 
| war with England. He might be niistaken, for it | 
| was a matter which he had not recently recurred 


| 


| one hundred dollars of money bounty to the private | 
| who inlisted into the service of the country. 

{Some Senator remarked that the sum was one 
hundred and twenty dollars. ] 

Mr. WEBSTER. Well, one hundred and twen- 
ty dollars, half of which was paid down at the 
/ time of inlistment, and the other half when the 
| recruit joined the regiment or corps to which he | 
was destined. 

While Mr. W. was up, to save the necessity of 
hearing from him again on this subject, he would | 
remark, that while he did not think it was accord- 
|ing to the practice, or wise, to offer bounties to 
officers of any grade, yet if it was intended, as he 
presumed it was, to fill the ranks of the regiments 
speedily, theginducement to inlist in this bill was 
| not enough—clearly, decidedly, not enough. 

One word as to the restraints on alienation. Ac- 
cording to the views which the honorable chairman | 
of the Committee on Military Affairs takes of it, | 
it might be very proper. That Senator looked | 
upon it as a present made to a workingman, who 
would go and cultivate the western country. But | 
he (Mr. W.) supposed they were not now en- | 
gaged in considering the best means of populating | 
the western country, or to induce the workingman | 
to go there, ‘The precise point they aimed at was, | 
to fill the ranks of the regiments for the efficient | 
defence of the country—the present urgent defence | 


| 


of the country. They asked, therefore, for some- 
thing which would be an inducement to soldiers 
to inlist. And what was it? Did any gentleman 
doubt that in the case of a young man about to 
inlist and enter into the service of the country, if 
an offer was. made of a tract of land, and that a 
certificate would be given for it at the close of the 
term of service, of which he might dispose if he 
did not please to go and settle on the land, prefer- 
ring to stay at home in his shop or on his farm,— 
did anybody doubt that, with such inducements, 
inlistments would be made faster than they would 
be if they were to tell the recruit that he should 
have a certificate which he could not sell, unless 
he would go and live on the land some seven or 
eight years, thus calling upon him to become a 
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|| did not go into the service with such a view. 


He thought the || 


i} 


1 


| 
| 


| 


207 


settler?) Why, he has concerns toattend to on the 
coast. He may be a mechanic, whose business is 
in cities, or in the interior of the older States. He 
If, 
then, the soldier was to be recompensed, let it be a 
recompense that he can turn to use. In his (Mr. 
W.’s) judgment, such a proposition would tend to 
secure inlistments quicker, which was the object 
contemplated. At the proper time, without en- 
larging upon it now, he should move to strike out 
| of the bill everything that imposes restraints or 
restrictions, for he desired the bill to be confined to 
this: that when the term of service expires, a cer- 
| tificate for land shall be given. 
| Mr. BAGBY called for the yeas and nays on 
| the amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 26, as follows: 


_ YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Berrien, Breese, Bright, 
Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chaimers, Colquitt, Corwin, Day- 
ton, Hannegan, Jarnagin, Johnson of 4Louisiana, Johnson 
of Maryland, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Rusk, Simmons, Sturgeon, Westcott, and Woodbridge — 6. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
| by, Benton, Butler, Cilley, J. M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, 
| Crittenden, Davis, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Houston, 
| Huntington, Niles, Pearce, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Uphans, 
| Webster, and Yulee—26. 

The Presiding Officer voted in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CORWIN said he believed it was now in 
order to move to strike out the bill and insert a 
| substitute. He therefore moved to strike out, and 
insert the following: 


“ That each non-commissioned officer or private enlisted 
in the regular army, or regularly mustered in any volunteer 
| company, who has served or may serve during the present 

war with Mexico, and who shall, at the end of his term of 
| service, receive an honorable discharge, shall be entitled to 
| receive a certificate or warrant from the War Department 
| for one hundred and sixty acres of land, which may be loca- 
| ted by the warrantee, his heirs, or legal representatives, at 
| any land office in the United States, in one body, in con- 
| formity to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, in such 
| districts as are then subject to private entry: Provided, That 


' 


|| if the full term for which such person shail have volunteered 
if 


| shall not exceed one year, then the warrant to be for eighty 
| acres. In ease of death in service, or after his discharge, 

then the certificate to go—first, to the widow ; second, to the 
| children; third, his father; fourth, his mother; and, fitth, 


|| his brothers and sisters.’’ 


Mr. CORWIN said he merely desired to say to 
the Senate what was the difference between his 
substitute and the report of the committee. The 
object which already had been urged from various 
| quarters of the Senate, to grant land to the sol- 


|| diers, he should say nothing about, because he 


| conceived that the mind of every Senator was made 
| up on that subject. His principle objection to the 
| bill which had been reported from the Military 


|| Committee was, the restraints which it imposes on 


| 
| 


alienations of the land after it had been acquired 
by the soldier; and he took that exception to it in 
view of the principle upon which he supposed the 
Senate was acting in granting these donations at, 
| all. It was intended, as had been well observed 
| by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wen- 
| sTER,| to operate as an inducement to those whom 
| we now solicit to enter the military service of the 
| country. Now, he thought a very little reflection 
on the character and pursuits of those who were 
likely to enter the volunteer or regular service, 
would satisfy any man that the grant of a quarter 
section of land to be received by them at the end 
of their term of service, and to be inalienable by 
them, and, consequently, useless to them for the 
term of seven years, was not an inducement equiv- 
alent to that offered by the amendment which he 
had proposed. He would not pretend to be very 
accurate in the construction he had been able to 
| put on the words employed in order to impose 
these restraints on alienation, but he thought he 
was not mistaken in this, that when the certificate 
for a quarter section of land shall be issued, it does 
not endow the holder of it with a right to dispose 
of it until the end of seven years, when a patent 
will be issued; and it prohibits him from making 
any use of it whatever, either by lien, collection of 
money by agreement for the occupation of the 
land, or any means whatever. In short, it was 
perfectly useless to him for seven years after his 
term of service; and also during that time, if he 
had npt misunders‘ood the bill, the land was sub- 
ject to taxation. No bond could be made, no 
| agreement entered into by him for leasing it, or for 
| the occupation of it in any way. It was simply 
| saying to him that he should, within seven years 
from the expiration of his term of service, have a 
quarter section of land, and im the meantime he 
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should pay tax®s on it, without his being able to | 


make any conceivable use of it, except he would 
go and reside upon it himself; for if he made any 
agreement, in any way, to remanerate him for the 
taxes which he might pay on that land, it could 
not be enforced. 


| 


_ selling it for its value. 


1 


deny that a very considerable proportion of those | 
who were likely to enter the service, either as vol- | 


unteers or as regular soldiers, would be found to 
belong to some of the trades or mechanical pur- 


suits which were common to the men of this coun- | 


try. He thought he was not mistaken when he 
said one entire company raised in the State of 
Massachusetts consisted altogether of mechanics— 
printers, tailors, shoemakers, and hatters. Now, 
what inducement did they propose to a man accus- 
tomed all his lifetime to work in mechanical pur- 
suits, when they offered him a certificate for a 
quarter section of land, on which he would have to 
pay taxes for seven years, which he must then 
make available to him, and not before? Did 
they expect a ehoemaker to go into the western 
forests with the chopping-axe, or any of the other 
trades to engage in pursuits so uncongenial with 
those to which they had been accustomed? But 
according to this bill no man could do Tt for him, 
for every agreement made for lien or tranfer was 
void. All these classes of society, then, would 


have no inducements at all; for, as the distin- | 


guished Senator from Missouri had said, it would 


make twenty thousand men, afier making war on | 


the Mexicans, march into the far West and make 
war on the forests. It was compulsory on them 
to do so, under the penalty of twenty thousand 
quarter sections of land. 

Now, Mr. C.’s object was to make the land 
alienable, and thus hold out a proper and adequate 
inducement. He knew very well that the Senator 
from Missouri had this object perhaps much 
more at heart, than he (Mr. C.) had. They all 
aimed at the same thing. His amendment pro- 
posed to give a quarter section of land, or a war- 
rant which would be worth that, to all who served 
for twelve months, at the expiration of his term of 
service. It might be located anywhere. It was 
so much scrip which was receivable in payment 
for public lands, ‘That quarter section, instead of 
being taken up in tracts of forty or fifty acres 
each, by his amendment was proposed to be one 
tract; and to those who had not served twelve 
months, to meet the views of the Senator from 


rant for that quantity, which would be land scrip 
equal to one hundred dollars, estimating the land 
at the present rate of $1 25 per acre. ‘This, then, 
would operate exactly as so much money paid into 
the ante of the soldiers, or agreed to be paid. 


could not be done, he should go to reduce it as 
| much as possible. 


| the sense of Senators, that it was desirable on 


| 


_ the soldier, whether volunteer or regular. 
Missouri, he gave eighty acres of land, or a war- | 


Mr. C. appealed, as the Senator from Massa- || 


chusetts had done, to their experience in the war 
of 1812. He thought it would be found on a re- 
currence to the statute, that during that time three 
hundred and twenty acres were received at one 
time; but even three hundred and twenty acres of 
bounty land was found not to produce the desired 
result, and a bounty in money was found to be 
better, for that alone succeeded in filling up the 
ranks. If, then, their experience was worth any- 
thing, the proposition to give land to the extent 
proposed by the committee would be found to be 
msuflicient, But by converting it into money, or 
the equivalent of money, and making it inalienable 
or untransferable until his term of service expires, 
the soldier would get what they proposed he should 


realize, and they would attain the great object de- | 


sired by all. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON said, so far as the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio proposed a removal 


of limitations on the grant of these bounty lands, | 


he was in favor of it. Indeed his impression was 
very strong that any limitations of the bounty 
propesed was not only inexpedient, as had been 
suggested by several gentlemen, but, in his judg- 


ment, it was unjust, for it made no discrimination, | 


and refused the right of conveyance and transfer 
under any circumstances and in any form. He 
had no doubt, if the bill should pass with the 
amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
it would have a most deleterious tendency on in- 
listments, Instead of being a motive to inlist, it 
would be none at all; for to the recruit it would be 
almost valueless. Why, according to the provis- 
ions of the bill, as reported to the Senate, there 


could not be a bena fide conveyance made at any || 


| pose that the benefit of that bounty should not be 
granted, as far as the patent was concerned, till | 
_ after seven years from the termination of the sol- 
| dier’s service; and during the whole of these seven 


| 


| 

| 

_ that he was unable to agree with the committee in || 
| the provision which they have reported, as proper 


| years, while the title exists—the right to the 
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time for its value, if the highest possible induce- | 


| ments even should be operating to induce him to |! location. They 


make the conveyance. He was precluded from |) 


There might, to be sure, 
be among those who were to receive this bounty, || 


|| those who were improvident, and who would | 
Now, he presumed no one would pretend to || 


| guard against improvidence or imposition in any |, 


disposed to sell it for less than its value; but to 


. . . . . | 
case, it was proposed to enforce unjust restrictions } 


in all cases. If they proposed to hold out the |) 
inducement to inlist by giving bounties of land, | 
they must leave it unfettered: leave the person to |) 
whom it was given the right to act like an inde- | 
pendent citizen. If his wants require him to sell || 
it, let him doso. Do not tie up his hands. ! 

But there was in this original bill another word | 
which would not only prevent him making a con- || 
tract, an assignment, a deed, or a transfer by deed i 
or parole, but it absolutely forbade him devising || 
it to anybody for seven years; and whatever might | 
be the wants of his family, they were not to be | 
allowed to enjoy the benefit of it, So far therefore | 
as the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio goes | 
to remove restrictions on alienation, he thought it | 
was right. Without such restrictions the army 
would be sooner recruited. He thought by adopt- 
ing the amendment they should be but doing an 
act of justice to those who ought to receive it, and || 
who ought to exercise the rights of freemen in dis- 
posing of it; especially when they took away what 
to him was a most obnoxious feature, which re- 
stricted the right of alienation, not onJy by con- 
tract, but by devise or will, which he would not | 
agree to. He had no desire to prolong the debate. 
He merely rose to express his views on the sub- | 
ject of alienation, the restriction on which he was 
of Opinion was unwise, inexpedient, and unjust. 
He should go to take it off entirely; but if that 


j 
| 
i| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. R. JOHNSON understood that this amend- || 
ment proposed to give this bounty land only to || 
those soldiers, whether regulars or volunteers, who iH 
have actually served in the army out of the United 
States. That was his reading of it. Now, whilst || 
he was up, he would state very briefly, why it was | 


to constitute a part of this bill. 


It seemed to be 


all accounts that bounty lands should be given to 
It ap- 
peared to be the prevailing opinion of the Senate, 
that it was advisable to make such a provision in 
this bill. He owned that his choice would be to 
do it by a separate bill. The difference, then, was 
not whether it was the true policy to offer this land 
bounty, but as to the proper mode in which the | 
bounty should be secured. The committee pro- 








patent—no disposition should be made of the land 
in any form, either by the act of the party, or judi- 


| cially. And he understood the Senator from Mis- 


| 


| 


souri, (and it was to be supposed, in that respect, || 
he spoke the sentiments of a majority of the com- || 
mittee,) to say, that one of his objects in making 

that limitation of the soldier’s rights, was to pro- |) 
cure, as soon as possible, a settlement of the States 
in which the locations were. And from the man- 
ner in which the Senator stated it, he was rather || 
led to think, that that was the Senator’s primary, | 
rather than his secondary object. Now, the effect 





| of such a provision was—he spoke it with due re- 


spect to the committee—to draw an envious, un- 
just distinction, between the soldier or volunteer 
who may go from the old States, in which there are 
no lands, and the soldier or volunteer who may be 
taken from the States in which there are such 
lands. The volunteer from Maryland or Virginia, 
or any other State where there is no land to be 
located, would not, practically, though he was 


| theoretically, be put in the same position as the 


volunteer from Arkansas, Missouri, Ohio, or other 
States in which there might be such land. He was, 
to be sure, to have a bounty of one hundred and 
sixty acres of land at the termination of his ser- 
vice, but he was told, practically, that to have that 
bounty which the Government gave, was to answer 
no practical purpose. The citizens of Maryland 
who were volunteering in this war, had no desire 





of the war—after, perhaps, a war of seven 
if they survive—and for seven 


| able and obnoxious to censure. 
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to emigrate. awed were satisfied with their present 

lave gone simply in a spirit of 
patriotism, in defence of their country—to pour out 
their blood on every battle-field in which their Ser- 
vice may be required, expecting, after a time, that 
such as are suffered to return—that those who 
escape the calamities of war—will return to their 
homes to live and die in the State of their natiy- 
ity. But what was the practical operation of this 
provision on them? They come home at the end 
years, 


ears afterwards 
they are to have no advantage whatever from thig 


bounty; not “7 no privilege themselves, nor en. 
joyment of it, but their wives and children will 
enjoy no advantage from it, unless in seven years 


| the soldier should die and they thought proper to 


emigrate, leave their home and the State of their 
nativity, and seek an asylum elsewhere on the one 
hundred and sixty acres of land which the bount 

of the Government gave to them. If this war 
should terminate to-day, and the Maryland soldier 


| Should return to-day and die to-morrow, leaving a 


wife and children, who might flatter themselves 
that they could remain there and support them- 
selves out of the bounty of the Government, the 


| would be told that they could make no use of jt 
| until after the expiration of seven years. The wife 
might die, and still such would be the condition of 

the children. Those children might be dying for 


want of the necessaries which that very land would 


| procure, but they were to be told die you must— 


suffer you must—unless you will go and make 
Missouri your home. He was opposed to it, then, 
on the ground that it draws a distinction—an en- 
vious, unjust distinction—between the citizens of 
the old and the new States. 

The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Huntive- 


/Ton] had called their attention to a particular 


clause, which, if possible, was still more objection- 
The soldier was 
promised a bounty, and he was supposed to earn 
it; yet, during seven years, notwithstanding what 


| might be the conduct of his wife or children—how 
| filial soever might be one, and unfilial another—he 


was not able to distinguish at his death between 
them. Now, this seemed to him (Mr. J.) to be 
unjust. There were evils, they knew—the Senator 
from Missouri had been looking at them, as he 
(Mr. J.) thought, too closely—arising out of the 
abuse of the bounty of the Government. There 
was danger that these bounty lands and the rights 
of the soldiers might fall into the hands of specu- 
lators; but it was better, infinitely better, that that 
danger should be run, than that it should be eaten 
up by taxes for seven years; that the whole might 
be sold to some citizen of Missouri, to pay taxes 
to the State of Missouri. So much for the bill. 
Mr. J. differed from his friend from Ohio [Mr. 
Corwin] in opinion that these bounties should be 
iven to those who are to serve out of the United 
tates. In the first place, because it would be 
difficult to determine the question of fact; for on 
this day it was hard to tell what is the United 
States. What is the United States? Is the Rio 
Grande its boundary? Why, some Senators had 
said no. He thought his friend from Missouri had 
said, on a former occasion, it was not the limit of 
Texas, which has now become part of these 
United States. Well, if that was not the limit, 
where was the soldier to go? We are taking mili- 
tary possession of this, that, and the other place 
in Mexico proper, and it was said they were to 
become ours by right of conquest. California, 
then, is within the United States. Monterey also. 
What did his friend from Ohio mean, then? Did 
he mean to say that the soldier who served up to 
that line is not to be entitled, but that those who 
beyond it are? Why, just as soon as the sol- 
ier goes beyond it, and becomes successful, the 
country beyond that line also becomes part of these 
United States. 
Parras is already, observed a Senator. 
es, Parras is now a part of the United States. 
That’s progressive Democracy. As, then, there 
was no practical limit, was this amendment just in 
itself? ‘The soldier inlists, or volunteers, and is 
subject to the order of the Government—and the 
object was, to hold out inducements to volunteer— 
but if the Government — proper, it might 
give to the Missouri or the Ohio soldier an order 
to go out of the United States, which might not 
be given to the Maryland soldier; and re ping 
the Maryland soldier within the United States, the 
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